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?’ou can t ?Etk Pmur 'Fdlmil?’. And even ‘H‘IDUS}'\ T
St‘l' his rnf:nhr'hg, it doesn+ Emt‘H)' make me want
+o shdrt a_bowl of popcorn wH'}'\ {'u'rm
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HEJS rislw‘l' about fanil?/ , 'i"'\ous}x. Becauvse ‘H‘\E s&coh&

PaaPle you never asked to be a part of.
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Ih Fac*l', wl\th yau’rt barh} a BUNCH of stuff
has nlrtn&?' been decided for ?fau, like where ?rou‘ﬂ

;,'ou can + :\c‘fuq”?f TALK ?ft‘l' R ).'ou can + tell the
PEOFIE +4:I.J<Fh5 care of ?’au +hat mushe&-uP prunes

and carrots are a bad combination.

I THIN
\  LIKES IT!
I

The first +Hh5 you learn as a kid is that grown-ups
are ‘1'-}\& ohes in c}-\nrsﬂ. Ah& ‘ﬂ'\t SECOND ‘I'Hhs,

dﬂci sions.




Then you find out that +he Feo?le in charSE of
YOU have Pea?h who are in cl'\drse of THEM.

At least that's the way it is in y fnmil?u where
Gramma's the one who calls +he shots. But youJ&
never know she had so much power \jus*l' b}f lmk.ihs .
at hpr‘.

——— /"1 MADE YOU YOUR
QAVORITE COOKIES!
|

There's nc‘l'unlly a whole s-hc:r‘?' to how Gramma

\When my great smhdm-ﬂner Meemaw ?d.SSEA
qwa?z, someohe heeded o 5‘1'&? up 4o +ake her

?rauhses-f of four sisters, i+ didn+ look like she'd
be the one to take over the {:nmil?e.



But ﬂ'\eh scmeﬂ'\}hs l'\d??ehec! ﬂ‘m‘f c}'\ah‘ged all
+hat. For Easter brunch one }/Ed.r, Gramma made

n_\:mi_mc_mﬁaﬂnﬂsfa.nc‘_mnymhuﬁh+ CRAZY

1CDI’ Jrl'\ﬂm.
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Great Uncle Hermah &aclar&& -H-\d.-l* Grnmm was
‘H‘\E bes+ ccm!( n Jr}\e deilf. E.wer?'ba&}; else
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sisters.
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The way it works in my an'ly is that if ?rau'rt +he
best cook, you get to host the big huli&nfs like
ﬂnhkisi‘diha nh& Chr.’s-l-ms. But Gramma's al&tr
sisters all live far away, and +h=?t don t like to
travel on the haluin}IL

So Great Aunt Lou came up with a s?ncinl recipe
of her OWN 4o 'l'ry and ohe-up Grnmm, but she
Just couldn't top Gramma's meatballs.

Ever since Gramma introduced her sp:cinl meatballs,

cvcrynm’s been trying to gt her 40 tell them the

secret rc-.cifm

But Gramma's no Jumﬁ-x}( She knows that si\-‘ihﬁ ot up
would be giving up her POWER.



So she Just +ells e\rtr?t{)o&?r +hat her meatballs
chl?r have one r'hsrﬂ.'&fﬂh‘l', and its love.”
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+r?'£h3 o STEAL +he recipe.

Last Christmas s Aunt Gretchen tried 4o sneak
away with a few meatballs so she could take
them 1o a lab and get them analyzed for their

with i+ was because Gramma's dc:g,, Sweetie, snitfed
+hem out before she could 5&‘1* 4o her car.

o [ )




Th&h, ohe ‘rﬁs}fl’, Auh‘l* Au&rdl came o 5+d‘f wi‘l'l'\
Gramma and hid her ?%ohe in a kitchen cabinet
sn_f.lchmJﬁ_tamL&_Gmmm_mbha_n_hdidgL
meatballs. But Gramma discovered +he hidden
Fha‘ne and put it in +he 54rbd3e dis?asﬂ.

Evaryba&fz nlwq;;s +e||ih3 Gramma her recipe
iS so saad; she should open a restaurant and
make a Pil& of mahey. M?' Auh‘l’ \erohica is a
for a whole CHAIN of restavrants that would

serve Gramma s meatballs.
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But Gramma shut +hat idea down by Sk Ihg, +hat you
can + get a real home-cooked meal in a restaurant,

T dont mean 1o sound harsh or nh)r%ihs, but
T ha?t Gramma shares her recipe with someone in

MMM%
WMWLM&&MJ_M

and into an assisted 1E?Ih3 center a few miles dwdf.

Mom say's Gramma s hd‘??}' there because she's
with FED‘PIE her age and Hw&y have lots of
activities. But T sure hc}?t "’f kids don'+ +r)( and

because T 'm dr.‘l*un“?' |aokih5 forward +o {)Eihs a

burden +o m;,' children.




Gramma’s *lrurhihe, seveh‘l'y--ﬁ*urt sooh, and rn?' mom
and her sisters told Gramma ‘Hne?' wanted +o

5:\}45 she doesn+ want :m?mhe +o g0 to nh?f 4rouble
for htr, and she doesn+ have the Eherg,y for a
Fnﬁf like ‘I'}m‘l' nnfmor e.

Then Gramma said what would make her REALLY
%n??y is it everyone else went 4o Ruﬂyhtck

when Mom and her sisters were kids.
Gramma said -I'he ahlyf 3.‘@[’ she wanted was a Fha-h::

Iish*l'}muse in the bdckg,rauh&, ke +he picture she
kteps in her npqr+men+.




T quess Mom and her sisters couldn+ say no to
Gramma s bir‘l'%&d[y reqm:s’r because ‘H‘\E?'H feel +oo
aulty.

</

SOJUS"’ like +hat, e‘#eryba&f’s Ssummer Plnhﬂ got
+urned uPs.de dowh, which proves Gramma is the

ahe FIJ”IEE i}qﬁ S:tr_;hﬂs ;h our Iﬂmlu’

T'm ot loukih\g forward 4o this ‘rrhi?, +hau3}|,

say’s we |l make ha?w &rvilf memories, and she even
{)mkﬂ& ‘H‘\e Sarme }\auﬂe ‘H‘\E?’ 5+a?'f:& N as ki&s +to

de:i: ‘H’\E vacation extra sFaciaL

10



From the picture, +he beach house looks a little
small 40 me, and there are a whole lot more Pea?le

) :l:he édml?z now :l:hnn :l:hg;:e were uhph Mom

and her sisters were young. But what T'm reqllp.'

hervous about is ‘H‘]E combination of Feaplt Saihg ohn
vacation ‘h:ﬁt‘l'hen

oo bor < .

a er, and there s a reason for +hat. Whenever

sometimes it 5&-1'5 So {md between -I'}w:m -ﬂ\cﬁ' Gramma
}ms +o s-hz? in +to brtd.k +1'\r'h5s up.

-

o + Yem) Conlfie-

—) i

So T want to say for the record +that +his whole

itL‘p_d_d_had_dﬂmjLLmy_I_smL_a_{md?;

vacation is like a recipe, and Some ih&l’&di&hﬂ Just
dont mix.
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Tuesda
Mom s geeh Jrf?!ihe, to get me and ry brothers

'F:lrv-ily vacations on Ruﬁyhﬁ:ch Tsland. But E\rerf

50 a-F*h-.h, there’s a page where someone was cut

out of a Pi-:.‘l’urh

Mom ExFlthEd +hat if one of ry aunts dated some
f)o?r and ‘H‘\E?r‘ broke up, Gramma would cut them out

of the.photo. That's because she feels Lke farily
phato albums are only for FAMILY.  ©

All of a sudden, sameﬂ‘\iha T alwdys used +o

wonder about made sense. When T was little,
T found an Eh\feb?e stuffed with cutouts of

+3ehc\5¢rs, and T never knew who Hwe}.' were.

12



T4 Fln?' with them like ‘l'he?' were action Fig,uras,
and :1: created +3ne5e Crd?.?/ s’mrylihas for Edd‘\

ri},dl"‘ﬂr‘fﬂ".

TELL ME WHERE
YOU'RE HIDING THE |

SECRET PLANS! ﬁ'm NOT GMN(N
THEM UP WITHOUT

A FIGHT! /

The last time Mom's der'ly went 4o RU‘Hthck
Ish:md , she and her sisters were /n HS]“ s-:.hccl;

3 0

because +here were a {)uhr.h cnc ?Er:furas mf l'\er next

+o someone whal& been cut out.

13



But wl'\e‘n I asked Mom about Auh‘l’ Cdkeyls
{)O?(‘Frfth&, she said it was a long time ago and she

cml&h:LE&mmhaLanyﬂmha_n.bmﬁ' him.

T guess Gramma Sa‘l' sick of C.U‘H'ihs Ex-bc?r-FrEﬂh&S

out of Pha‘h:ﬁ, because t‘fth‘l’u&“;} sh& made a rule

And +hat . | | £ ; ho
been An‘l’[hg, Auh-l* ane?' for six 7eqrs but qlwn?fg

{-\ds 4o stand {)ehih& -l'he camera whe‘n we take our
Fdrv..‘ly P}hﬂ‘l'ci

14



We learned our lesson about ‘H‘\is kind of +Hh5

{)i ‘I'nkr'he, oo mnh?' ?ic‘l'urts of Naa}\, who dated

LOVED Nanl\, and he was front and center in a

lot of our PIc’rurf:s.

Famil?r newslet+ter ‘I']nd‘l' Gramma mails out e‘u’ery ?'e:lr .

|”_The Family Follies

| NOAH DOES
<> | [T AGAIN!

i) Promoted to
What il oah Regional Manager

15



Uhfaﬁuha*faly ;T didn+ work out between Naah
and Au‘n‘l’ Verahfcn, so 1‘\5: "u’d.hfﬁh'\l’.d from ‘I'}'\e
of awkward wl'\eht'ﬁftr our 'anil)' would run into

someane w}\a was ohn ‘I')ne mdilfhs lis+.

I-IEY ANY UPDATES

Gramma found out Noa}'\ sill 1‘\:\& a T-s}xir‘l' from our
an'lyr reunion, and she went o his gy 4o make him
give it BACK.

16



I ‘H'u'hk Vincent s ?lnhmhe, on PraPosihS +to Auh‘l'
Cdkey ohe dn?r, and he knows he needs 4o get

impress her, but T can tell she's gohha milk +his

NN
g
2

W

To be honest, T really don+t understand w}x?'
\incent's so eager to Z{: a qu‘l' of our gdrdly. Th

as Iohe, as she can.

/

|

/

hand i+ 4o him.

And T don+ know if +here are lawfﬂrs or

T'd be willing to do whatever it takes o get +this
‘I'Hh& done.

17



WE&h&Sdn;
Even +}\ou5}\ T'm not |aakih5 forward +o s?eh&:"nS

‘I'}\ihﬂ T AM excited about daih& ) and that's saihs
out to eat.

Mamﬁnfﬁ_guﬁ?muk_idand_\m_n_ﬁuncb_afi
] ] T’ olann ’

different one everf Ns}\‘h

A+ home , we_almost NEVER g0 out to eat, and
when we do, it's almost d1wa?(5 +o0 a fanﬁly-s‘t?rle
restavrant like Corhfjs, So I‘m 1mkihs forward

Snrdth hose +o clean off your +able.

18




I‘l’ would also be nice o g0 to0 a Place where ?’DU

eat off a 1[::11:\‘1'& instead of from a BUCKET.

But T'm kind of worried about how m?' -Fc\mily mia}rl'

behave at a cldﬁ?’ restaurant, because the last

iLmI‘_NLdiLﬂj;ﬂ_‘EQDI?LP_LﬂLE_,_EL&L&.D:Leﬂ_hLﬂL—I ' dn’ :
W L L . le} M o

her master's dte,ree, and the restavrant had white

Flac&s like Carh?fls,, where +he tablecloths are made
of paper and ?Jr:u can draw on them with crd?'uhs

and markers.

And before anyone realized what he was doihs,
Mdhh}{ had covered his end of +he table with

19



T guess +hose Fahcy +ablecloths are expensive,
because -ﬂu: restaurant made my Pnren*fs ?d‘f for

tablecloth, that meant we OWNED i+, so we +ook
it hamf: wr'ﬂ\ US. Ahd now we Pu” it out ever?f +ime

we have a s?mﬁl meal.

s +0 our

house, -Hwy write on the tablecloth. And +he last

her twins wrote a bad word in six-inch letters in

Ferrvuhm-l' mrktr.

CREA

:l'll

{-\q?Pehe& if the members of my fdmil?f Just knew
%\ow to act CIVILIZED.

20



T"\)‘ friend P\awle‘y s 'Fﬁmly eats at their cauh-l'rf
club at least once a week, so ‘fht?' know how you 're

the Jeffersons invited me +o come qloh& with them
ohe time, I had ho idea how Pmu were sup?as\t& to
behave in a Flnﬂﬂ like +hat.

3

are Pic‘furts of +he different menu tems, and ?(au

'ius:t s{:a.‘n:t at ul:.g:l: ?m“ want to order.

But at 'H'\e cr::-uh‘l'r?! club , ‘I'hara weren + dhy Fi*:'.'l'l.uf*ﬁsJ
and the menu was all in FRENCH. So when Pxowley

ol T bt nd of gt

JE VAIS PRENDRE

21



The restaurant also had expensive silverware,

and there was a different ‘f?ﬂ?ﬂ of fork for each

wﬁv_,_md:s_mmul_n_l-ﬁluﬂ?mLmﬂ.—

Tm J'US‘I' Sla& we re lithS in a time where the fork

is what we use to eat, because i+ wasn+ all +hat

ol hemselves. And s shresshul emonah in 4

cn{rﬂ‘l'trin at m?r sdwol as it .s.

- ' = X )
'L"..-'rrf l:‘-}—_‘{l If‘ ..1"-. 3
4 G NS,
Ny oI W e
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T wish T'd never learned 4o master the fork,
+hau3}\. When T was a {)db?f, T 'E’Ed;“?’ enJo)red

{)pr'hj {Pr_l {);}.F someone else.

HERE COMES THE
TRAIN! CHOO CHOO!

Once ){ou learn 4o feed yoursehf ; ever?'ohe Ex?ec‘l's
?’au 140 KEEP &oihs . But 1Jrn |ookih5 Farmr&
+o the &d;; when T can free up ry hands while

J a "
T'm eatina daadin.
= v

g |

BLEEP
BLO

]
The menus and the silverware weren+ the ohl).'
‘I'Hhss ﬂ'\d‘f were different about ‘I'}'\t cauh‘l't’?( club.

23



A+ Carh?e’s, +he waiters wear cawbay hats and
overalls with holes in +hem. But at +he r.r::ruh‘h*?!

b, 4} . . |
looked like ‘l'hey were Saihg ‘o0 a weddiha.

| it be off 4
tablecloth. And T made sure 4o create LOTS of

Mﬂhﬁy.

Ore 8“)"5 Jab was o hand you a li++He towel o &rf

li+tle odd 1o me. %h fact, at first, T didn+ even

realize that he was a restavrant m?la}/ee.

24



T ﬂ-\augh-t' he was J'us-i' some. random person who
was hdnsihs out near the sihk, which is wh),f T

reported him 4o the manager.

soup. I &ahJ‘l' !(hcw whn‘l’ was 1IN i+, but i+ was

reall Jeliciaus.
4

T rerersbered reading 4hat | e 4

Wd‘}/ YOU synaw ?raur d‘PFrEcid‘ﬁOh ‘o yaur server is b
slur‘?ihs yaur soup. BT 80‘[’ the -Feelih& that's

haﬁ}qr_uaﬁaumwasad_‘ta_da;tbnﬂs_ﬁ_ﬂab

ieééﬂr 50):.5: £Q“h+l"\i c‘luhi
/




When i+ came time 1o order +he main course, T

couldnt believe how EXPENSIVE every‘l'}\r'hs Wwas.
T 4ried 4 . M M Tedl, 1

Just give me +he money +}u:?f would ve spent on my

meal instead, because +here was a lot T could do

with that kind of cash.

But Mr. Jefferson 4old me not 4o warrf about how

L +h; 1 | 4o oicl | [ 4
menu 1 ‘I'lnc-usi'\‘l' T4 Eh\jo?'.




ﬂ'\& main course took a |ah5 time +o come, and

while we were w-:ni*HhS for our &ihher, +he waiter

T b bkt So b o

time_my two main courses nrn'w:d, T was ‘h.u‘l'dlll?r

STUFFED. §33

I m ho?ihﬂ that there's a restavrant like +hat
on Ru‘H’yhﬂck Islah&, because 'I: &oh"r 1CEE| |ikt
T've had +he {full Fnhr.?z &Ihihs experience 7&*1'.

invite me back +o their r.auh‘l'r?r club ) because there
were o few items on the dessert menu that looked

II"!:E :l'_)gg?z were to DIE {nr‘

NN




Sa‘l'urdd;
Mom said her favorite part of her -anil}/ vacations

+hat was the ‘l'}'\ihs T was &rf:ddihs, +he MOST.

First of all, T've heard stories about killer whales

But +he +Hh3 T was even MORE nervous about
was PIRATES R because Mom said that back in
+he old dn?fs , Ru‘l“l’)'heck Tsland was a notorious
?r'rd.‘h: hideout.

28



Dad said i+'s been a loh& +ime since ?ErdJrEs sailed
the seas around these ?ar‘fs, but T was worried
never 3o+ ‘fhe message +to qui‘h Ahd ‘H’“&OSE Sufs
are_gohha be PrE‘H’?’ ticked off when ‘H‘\E7 realize

they ve been missing out on ‘I'Hhss like cell Pl‘mhts

\Whenever Pmu see o moVie about Pira‘hts, there s

d.l'wnys some kid on board whose Jab is o swab the
decks or climb up into the crow s nest 4o be on
+he lookout for other SHPS. But T'd be ‘h)‘m”f
USELESS in a Jab like +ha+.

29



I }\d\fe a fear of l’\eish‘l's, (o) 1,: couldn + work as a
lookout. T'd e,e*l' seasick if T had 4o mop +he deck

be |au5?f at ?1"‘)’;“8 the fife. So -1*%&?"& ?rabdbly +oss
me_overboard after a &a?' or two.

And ever since T was li+tle, Tve been worried +hat
could %dPPth +o ME.

When T turned six }.'enrs oH, rqf mother booked a
harbor cruise for m?f bir’rhdd?r as d Surprise.

30



But w}\eh :l: Saw ‘I'he boat wai’rihs at ‘H‘\E &oc!{, I
had a total mel+down.

Se Mom 3c+ tickets for a boat ‘H‘\d‘l’ DIDN'T h.:we
a '.?ird.‘h: ‘H’\Ernt , and I ‘l'haug}ﬁ we were safe. Dut

and T spent +he rest of my {)irﬂwday wnlkihs

around in wet clc‘f}\es.

&:J'
I

PRITES :E-‘:&‘.ﬂ'f‘in



ﬂ'\tt’t are o’rhar ﬂ'\ihss +to wcrr?’ about besides w{‘mles
and pirates, ‘H‘\oug}\. e JUS‘t’ wra??ed up our unit

stories make clear is that the Sads don t like Peo?lt
Sor'hs where ‘H‘\E?’ don+ bf:lahg.

I ‘h::ak a minute to show some proper rESPtr.‘l*.

OH MIGHTY POSEIDON, PLEASE
INTO YOUR KINGDOM™M! A
— —
o } s I

32



At first, it was smooth sailing. But when the
wind ?ir.ked up in ‘r}\e middle of Jrh'\e ride and the

waves got choppy, L was prefty nervous we mgnht

ca PEI ze.

I‘t wdS So rack?' +ha+ }mlf ﬂ'\e ?eoFle on board
3&‘1’ sick. Tn fdc‘h +here were so md.hf PEOPIE

+hrawih5 up overboard +hat T was afraid T m.‘g}ﬁ
do i+ MYSELF.




I went inside 4o SE‘I‘ awa?' from ever}./ohe on deck.
But +he main cabin was like a hosPi‘hﬂ wu.rri, which

-

The -Ferr?( ric:{as ahly 1+]hr:::e }'\aurs, but i+ felt
more like ‘r}mrea DAYS. Ah& w}\eh we ﬁha“?’ Ed'FEIP{

ra:ld‘\e& ﬁ\e shore , ‘H‘\ere wads ho ohe haFPiar to be
on r{r}: land than ™ME.

\tﬁ _/" Welcome to "I‘(""

~




We took a cab into town, w}xich +urned out to be a
mistake. 'ﬂ'\tre were so m:\h)/ ?Eriesi'riahs clo&aihs

seemed concerned ‘H’\E;,’ were blockih\g traffic.

%{ -Cr i
_' '7. = /J. y | r :

Mom was SEHIhS anxious about haw Iahs it was
and sht wanted to st‘l' +o ‘1’}'\& l‘muEt before htr
sisters did.

So after sitting in traffic for half an hour, she
decided she'd had thaus’n.

35



\We 4ook our suitcases out of ‘H‘aE +runk and walked
+he mile and a half +o our beach hcuse, which wasn+

On ‘h)? o-p ‘H‘\a‘l’ Mom &c{‘n‘l’ seem to khcw wh:re she
was 35""‘3 I quess ‘H‘\trecl; been a lot a-F &e‘#ela?meh‘l'
on ‘ﬂ'\e island since 5{‘1& was {'\Ert wH'}m }\er Fnrvil?/ on

Lo lact 4ro . ardd 24 4ook | e

+he beach house where ‘H‘\E}J used +o s’rd?f.




Mom took out the kE}J 4o unlock +he door, but
i+ was cracked open. Ahd we were SUr?rIEEA ‘o

inside and had dlredc{f made themselves at home.

Auh‘f Greﬁt}'\ah Said ‘H‘\E}J So‘r Jl"f\trﬂ a hal-lf Bour

n ‘H‘\raus}'\ +he bathroom window. Then ‘H’\E?/ ?u‘l' +heir
stuff in the bi%f:ﬁ bedroom, which Mom had been
rpww.‘hs -,i:‘nr OUR -Fdn-.‘l}.n

7/




T guess Mom didn+ want o start +he trip with
a -ﬁsh‘r, so she Just let Aunt Gretchen's -dejly

| X bed But 4 e

room was dl'lrmd?f :}:cupit& b}f Aunt Veronica and

her &ae,, Dazzle, who were both in the middle of

n_nmg_nﬂmlabe_cln%af_tmﬂns.—
aVATA VA VPN

) ]
Il (22222
AN G22Z2 W{ K
4
S

'I: was sur?risut& -i'l'm-i' Auh‘f Var.-::hi-:a mde -H-u:

and the two of them almost never leave their
apartment. That's because Dazzle is famous, and

b o't coalls mo out o

\eronica makes videos for ‘I'ht internet 'i'e;“ihg

Dazzle would walk +}1rou55n +he chke,rouhd while

Auh‘l' Ver ohica was live S‘I'rmrnihs.

38



But once htr followers started ha‘l'icihs ‘H‘\E &oe, s
that's all +3ne?' wanted to see.

i
CREATING
A BUDGET

401 {k}

=

)

FINANCIAL PLANNING WITH VERONICA

Comments
jmarquis89star> There it is again!

hiphobknob98> What breed is that?
moneymattrz> Apricot pug I think.
home*Mkr> OMG | need one!

Aunt Veronica saw an a?por-l'uhi‘ty , So she &ropFe&

videos about her pet. And within a year, Dazzle

had 3.7/ milion followers and a line of merchandise




1‘[’ furns out ‘I'l'\d‘l’ w%&h 701:"-:& 30‘[’ millions of
followers, companies will send you free Pra&uds

while, Dazzle So+ so much free stuff +hat Aunt
\eronica had to move o a bf&ser der+mth+ JUS‘l’
+o l‘\dhdlﬂ t‘u‘tryﬂ\ih& “1’}111‘1’ was r.omihs in.

(42
7
5

of pressure, 4o0. Aunt Veronica has 4o film

Dazzle around the clock, because when she's not
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I guess Auh‘l’ \eronica decided 51‘\& couldnt do
i+ all {:7 herself ah?'mre, +hau3}'\, so she hired

n_ub.alﬂtdm_ﬂf_ﬁﬂa{:luta_‘ldf_hm_ﬂb&_ht{ﬂﬂ'i

Iahsi Dazzle l'\d.d a_groomer, a Pho’m\gml)her, a
?IAEOSFd‘P]{‘\Er, and one person whose ahl)f J'ab was
+to l’(EEF the 403‘5 hose wet.

But fame's 50+ a dark EE&E; because Fec—PlE started

o & Arct Veroning

SE+ a SIJNFSE of Dazzle.

1
= l %}‘t ifi,




APPdrﬂhH}J Pmu can make ma‘nt}./ 51:“.‘\"15 candid
shots of celebrities ) and Aunt Veronica has +o

of Dazzle ‘l'hr—:?' can sell o some slen::‘.?r madlzihf:.

e,
P e
Coadan ot Y
GRUN I
Le -
- s |
]

7

lahs, and ln‘h:l?' Ptc-?le have been -ﬁhdihs creative
wayﬁ of getting uhﬂnHerihg P}w‘ms.
|-

s

i

pSH

il

(=3




A foew weeks ago, Auh‘l' \eronica }v:lri +o0 _move
AGAIN, to an aFnr‘PmEh‘I' on the other side of

was too far out of the 'nrd?f for the dong +eam,
and ‘HWE?’ started quHJrihS ohe b?f one.

By then, Daszle’s groomer was. prectty fanoss
herself, and she opened her own salon. But from

what T heard, she should've stuck with giving

1'1:!..‘ reuts to :JmSE.

her c.ch-S into a social media star, because i+'s made

D e tbee Do ool Ard T e shocs

been laakihg forward 4o getting Away and sﬁyihg
out of H"ﬁ: ?ubhc e}.'e for a WHIE.
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But ‘r}xa‘l"S hot gonhha be enﬂ){. .P\JS}\‘I' before Jr}'\t
+ri1[: S*hzr-h:d, Aunt Veronica Pas*had a fake Pic-rure

Dazzle’s followers off her 4rail. But Aunt Veronica
was a little SlD?P?' with her ?}m‘fc} E&I‘rihs, which is
whf +he &05 ended up with five paws.

more curious about hf:r ‘l'}mh ever,

fitR4ven> Five paws!

~ g1bbonz> | saw that too! O€)
sn00kky> What are they trying to hide?
sussKinz> PREGNANT?
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Per sa‘nnllf s I ‘l'hhk ‘H‘\E whde social media ‘l'!'\ihs IS a
lit+te crazy. There's one vy online who films himself

followers he was able 4o qui‘l’ his c{n;,’ Jab.

THE APPLIANCE OPENER

& 2.3 MILLION Q23K

could work on +he :fnm:'l)r farm. But if T ever have
kids of m?f owh, T'm gonna Pu*l' them 4o work btih&

‘.':'_h_____ i e r@
o Up/ s " [ | 6
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ﬂ'\e Dhl?’ reason 1 hn.\.re‘n“l' tried f)ecamihs an
influencer m?vsel-F s because T don+ have a P}mhe.
m;f cousing have one ) and ‘I'hE?'Jre not even out of
Elﬂmeh‘l'dry school Yﬁ'

Mom thinks Aunt Gretchen s 4wins are too young
+o hnva Fhah&s .-::f ﬂ'\air own :m& -H'\d-i' -l'}\e)fra

+hinks Mom is over ?Fﬂ‘t’t‘:‘l’i‘-ft, and once the two
of them start nr‘e,uihg about this 'h:-PIc , there’s no

stonoina them.
Y

16



Au‘n‘l’ Gre*l'che‘h accuses Mom of beihs a ‘r}\tlicap‘l'er

Fnreh*f“ who s alwn?rz haverihs over us kids. But

thouah Aunt Gre-c) Lt be riahd
that, The dJWd?fS LIKED hn\fihs a helica?ﬁr mom
hearb?f to kﬂe? me safe.




But m?'f)t Iive Sa‘l"l'eh a little TOO used 4o m?/
mom Bavihs M?f back. Because sometimes I SeJr a

_@ILL YOU HOLD
MY HAND?

N— =

a Srﬂ'h’h' u P -

Aunt Gretchen lets Malcolm and Malvin do whatever

‘H‘\t?f want. And T +hink a little Pnr&hﬁhg. would
Sa_d_lgna_wd}.r w;‘”ﬁ ‘I'ignw +wo.
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SFEdkihS of beih& overpr otective, Auh‘l’ \Veronica
treats Dazzle like she's her child. Tn fact, T'm

{)Eihg,, and Aunt Veronica 5&‘1’5 ‘i’auch?f when yau

use certain ?hrnsu around her‘,

Aunt Veronica thinks that if Dazzle realizes she's

4

first ‘I'Hhs Auh‘i’ \Veronica did wher. s}'\e So‘l' +o
the beach house was cover up all the mirrors and




T dont think i+'s fair +0 make Dazzle think she's
a human {)Er"ns, because she s bound 4o find out +he
up +hihkih5 he was an ape, esPecidH?f durihs his

+eem5e ?rtqrs.

...................

L " .

.................
.........

® ® l@

Aunt Veronica rnig}\‘l' be a li+tle quirkf R but she's

up at +he house a half hour after we did. And she
didn+ waste nn?z time_before she started nc‘h’he,
l.‘,!:? hpr !cnn,l:}f E?l-ﬁ

[ BURN Away ANV BAD )
\ENERGY IN THE HOUSE! /
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A‘l’ least Mom 3&‘[’5 alah& wi‘l'h Auh‘l’ Au&m )
because she‘s not -ﬂm‘f wn?' th Auh‘l’ aney, wha

tell Mom and Aunt Cake;,' are beihs mean to each
other even when +}\e?fre ?re"cth&:'hs +o be nice.

THAT SHIRT REALLY \ / THANKS! YOURE

between Mom and Aunt C:IJ(E?’ +that would axFlth
w}\?f ﬂw)a don + get nlahs. But every +ime T ask

a.]_wn}.r: rhdhﬁl’{ -I'}_-w quﬁw-i-.

ol e

5 WE REALLY NEED TO

DUST THE TOP OF
A




’ﬂwe onl person Auh*l' Cake?f treats worse +}mh
Mom is DAD, so it's ?reHy obvious he mustve done

sgmeih.‘na to set }JEK off at some ?alh+.

I can tell Dad doesn+ love beiha around Mom and
her sisters when -I'BE/\,'J:'E all -I-oﬁt-l'her. And when

of i+ b?z Ed)a‘ihs +hih55 are rea”y bus?' at work.

JUNE
T

PP g

and besides, Dad needed +o be +here for the
-deily ?ic‘l'urﬂ.
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TE£T ever 5&‘[’ mrried} s gohha be +o someone
w]noJS an ahly child. Because ?'cu’re hot J'US‘I' mrryihs

L AMILY

Aunt Cd.l:tyr claimed the last bedroom with a kihs-
sized 5&4, and Aunt Audra took +he room with

about.

U - U

But ‘H‘\E}{ should be sln& ‘l'l'\f:?( 51::‘[' beds +o slr:EP n
at ALL, because the rest of us had +o scramble for

and set it up in +he {wdllwn?f between the kitchen
and the bathroom.
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Mdhh?’ made a nest with blankets in a dresser
drawer in +he 1ivih5 room, and Rodrick found a

lﬁffhs room. 1 couldnt see how he could SIEEF N a
Pln?r?th, but +he second he laid down, he was out

like a lig,h‘f.

1

oY AYAY.0. VN

$22ZZ23 Il

s

8" 4

Il

iy

thought T hit the jackpot. But that thing

smelled like sweat and suntan lotion and feet, and

N ‘I'hn'-:P ru::h.'nh: aver -I'}_-w }rmr‘:.
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Se I Pu’r a blanket on ‘H‘\t floor and used a ‘H'\row
Fﬂlow from the couch. But T guess \lincent couldn+

watched a re:ﬂi‘ty TV show with the volume at full

blas+.
JERRY, I'M AFRAID

YOU'VE BEEN
‘?JGFED IT x\
@'f ATA E

==}
b

=
‘I\ » i

NN G ) FRe—
l?m;;' Y/ — S e\

i

| J/"“

E.wEh‘l'uall);, Vincent went back 4o his cot, so T

got up and turned off the TV. T started o

fall dsletP, but T4 Farsa‘l"h:h all about Malcolm
and Malvin, who had gone oh a snack run.
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They turned on the lights in the kitchen, which

woke up ever?rohe in the livr'hs room.

So this 4rip’s off 40 a rough start. And if +his
cation is anything like that reality TV show,

Va

DOUG, IT'S TIME
FOR YOU TO GO.




Suh&n;i

Mom woke everyone up +his morning bris}rl' and

fel+ like T4 been slee-.?ihg onh a brick.

wouldn + have been so bad if it wasn t a hardcover.

went off and did their thing. But Mom said it

TOGETHER on this vacation, and she +old us
all o get raa&f for a da?r at the beach.

57



Like :l: sm'd, Iim not ren”y a benc}\ person, but
T ﬂsure& T could J'uer la?r low and take a nap

Pc\cked up our 5‘l'u1c1c, and headed down there.

\When Mom +old us about the beach house, T

Mom Fu*f me in t}\drst of the cooler, which was

hﬂavz because i+ was Pdr.kﬂd with stuff like

Pu”ihs it when we were walkihe on the road

because i+ was onh wl‘\Eels.
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But ﬂ'\e wheels were ?re‘H?' useless once we \cjo’r to
+he beach, where ‘H‘\E?' due, nto the sand.

around -H-u's bis +a?e:i-mff area -I'\wa-l' was d hes-l'ihe,

spot for piping ?bvers, which Aunt Audra ExFlaiht&
are ah&ahsere&‘ Acwr&fhg +o her, there are ahl;( a
o 1) | ol ] ¥ this beach i

one of the anly ?ro‘fec‘hzd habitats lef+.




With all +hat space beihg +aken up b).' birds, it

didn + leave muc}\ room for us }\umhs, So it toock a

e 40 £ tha L )
stuff.

Mom 4old me T needed +o 't')u*l' ohn_sunscreen, but

dont+ mess around.

The more +ime syou SPEhd out in the sun, the older
yau lmk later on. Ah& m?' Sod.l is to be one r:nc ‘H’\asa
Srahé?ds who looks great for their age.

I,

N
Cr S SO NICE OF YOU ACTUALLY, THIS

TO SPEND TIME WITH
YOUR MOTHER! ~ f\ IS ™Y WIFE!

e —

60



Even when T ve got my skin slathered in
sunscreen, T +r),f ‘o shy in the shade as much

AN |

when your Fﬁnﬁl;{ ﬂhl‘}f has one beach umbrella.
Back in +he old Jnfs, ?m«fale used o carry around

like T was born in the wrohg era, because from

FecFle rea“?’ knew how to LIVE.




ﬂ'\e o‘l'}\tr +Hh3 ‘I'haSt Sufs hdd rfgh‘r were ‘H'w.}r
bn‘l’hih& surts, which covered up a lot. Because

a little +oo much skin for mf taste.

fewer clothes ‘Hne?' wear. And if T ever get in

E}NQPE , believe me, T'm gonhna be the exact same way.

N\ N\




Once everyone got settled, Mom tried 4o get us
+o\jo£h her down at the water for a swim. Dut T

o o o T e

safhs swimmfha on +this ‘l'r‘iF, for a BUNCH of

reasons.

under the surface. C.—O\)
e o = 2 .’ g

And even H‘\ous% Mom told me there hasn+ been a
?’Edr’S, T don'+ wanna be the one +o break +he
streak.
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Mom alwnys say's that sharks are misunderstood,
and that -H'\ey’re not I’*Ed“?‘ a threat +o humans.

rvmn}r teeth a shark has in its mouth o know that
+3ne?'irt made for one purpose, and that's BITING.

of the water, so at least %au know when one is

But if a shark somehow SE‘I'S born WITHOUT a

So I’m\jusf {'\o?ihs sharks don+ suclr.J:Ehl)' mutate
into +he no-fin variety.

6



T learned about evolution in science class, and
%aw animals nc.JmP‘f 'w'r"l'}\ mutations.

An+teaters used 4o have short noses, and then
ohe wads rnhdamly born th a LONG one. 'I.‘I'
was easier for that 5!..7 o Sﬁ at the ants

e i 4heir arthill. ubick meant i cold
more food. And after that, +he short-nosed

anteaters got lef+ in the dust.

=]

The same sort of ‘I'Hha rnfah‘f hnt{)?th with human

beings, and somebody could be born with some

welr cl cl‘w\h\ge ‘I'}m‘l' si‘u’e& ‘I'}mem ah n&\mh‘me,e over

everyone ELSE.
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But sometimes it +akes millions of years for there
4o be even a small c}thE in_a_species, which means
been exposing m?fself 1o lots of gamma._rays +o
%urry ‘H\r’hss qlahs.

O

This kid a+ school named Albert San&?( al\«.rd.)(s says
+hat one &df Faa?le are gonna dt\faluF 5;115 so -I'}xay

sounds kind of dwesome, T hm?e i+ doesn '+ ]ndFFEh
4o me FIRST, because the {)ullyrihg would be ?reH?'
+errible.




IF we heed to live underwater one Ja?r , I‘m
gonha have to wear a wet suit full-time. My skin

so T cant imagine what it would look like after a
week of lﬁrfh& n ‘H’\E ocean.

ddun”?’. For one ‘I'Hhs ) hobod?f will 5&'1' bent out
of s}m?e about the small stuff, like Juice spills.
D — ® &




But if ‘I'l‘\e ocean is our future }wme, we heed to
start treating it better. And it's not too hard to

Same-ﬂ-\ihs +hat annoys me is that Aunt Gretchen

A+t least, T'm Just ha?ihs +hat's ALL %ey‘r& &aiha

in ‘H‘\ere.




Even if T DID want o swim in the ocean ‘l*acln?’,
I wouldn'+ feel safe dafh& it. lﬂ'\e 15{&3unr&s are all

of someone wl'\a isnt even allowed to vote.

Dad used +o ba a 11Ce5mrd back when hf: was a

‘ &i'f‘t' *i'

¢ ii..p
*“«, \f 0,

**t* _ § A
3 ﬁw‘




One of the reasons T s-irap?eci swimming at +he
beach is because T got nervous the lifee,unrds

L s

So whenever we d go to +he beach, T4 d1w¢.?’5

S‘I'r‘u&gliha out -there.

T'd even Erihs them snacks a few +imes a da?r,

because yau‘ve Sa-l"i'n +ake care of -H'\e ?&th wha
4ake care of YOU.

—_—

-
EXTRA PICKLES, |
JUST THE WAY (Lo
YOU LIKE IT! / <

P
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I‘I"s Jr}'\e Ssame reason I hever -l:ar 5E+ +o seh& r
Fediﬁricr'ah a Christmas card &urr'hs +he }nalidnfs.

r—_ fromyour favorite
O patient

I cauH +ell ‘H‘le |£1Ce5uar&5 at Ru*f‘}yheck Islqh&
were ‘1’0"’41“)’ distracted with +heir Phahts. And
I-F 4 rogue wave comes crds}\ihe, o SBGI’E; I Jaub-l'

+he?fic{ even NOTICE.




So T was MPW to just lie under +he umbrella and

‘h:hL:E: it EdSPf Jrada)'. But ‘H’\ere were ﬁwese SU}JS

IL; | L oe tal d
which made i+ kind of hard o relax.

I‘f made me JthJ( there could be Fird‘h: treasure
and I fel+ like 'I shaulé be DIGGING instead of
taking it easy on._my blanket.

‘—"""'_""' = - 1 Lr HEFFLEY || .
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T started imagining what it would be like +o
find a chest full of 301&. You'd ?robably want to

and fdmily would cchs’mh’rly be Hﬁihﬂ },fau up for
mahty, which could Sf:"r dhha?'r'hg after a while.

ﬂc_:-oms LIKE JUNIOR'S )

But IJM 5ua55£h3 ‘H‘\E}’J& ﬁsur e it out ahywd?',

FEUF1E will star+ ‘h:lkihs,




I nc*l'un”y l'mve no idea w}hn‘l' a sihslt Sclﬁ coln 1S
wor+th , but it's Saﬂ'd be worth a LOT, sihce 501&

'S ?rp-l'i-}.r rare.

Back in olden +imes, PeaPlt used 4o pay for
euarfl'hihs n Sald and silver. But +hen some genius

with it.

THIS LITTLE PIECE OF
PAPER WITH AN OLD GUY'S
FACE ON IT IS WORTH FIVE

COWS AND A GOAT.

)

One of these clnis s someone s gonna come up with

5).'5+em we Ve 30‘1’ how. And T'm Jus*l' hopih& +hat

someone is ME.

7



I*ve been -I'es-l'ihs -IJne waters wi‘l*}\ a new mahehry
575‘h1m 'I came up wr"f}\ las+ Chris*l'ms. 'I cah\rihced

Rahdf_yi\amummhu;sezds_umﬂy_mhmﬂa,_md

T 4raded a handful of +hem for his new video game

controller.

trade and came down to my house +o take 'Rawle?fls
controller BACK. He never returned my seeds,
+huu5}1. Se I’& better not see ah?( cucumbers

L]

we re gonna hawz a difficult conversation.




I decided it wasn t wor‘l'l'\ 3&[?13 +to ‘l'l'\t trouble of
|aakihe, for buried 4reasure on the beuc}\, ‘I'haue,h.

T figure& £ you start disgihs, yau're \jus‘} as
likely 4o find a SKELETON as a treasure chest,

+he oh|6 person noour -lcam;'l?r who didn+ SE;‘I' o

301":'13 back and forth o the beach house R Sr‘a%ihs
stuff people forgot o bring with them.
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And after Dad went back +o +he house +hree

+imes for Aunt Cake?!, T realized she was messing
with him for fun.

GM BACK WITH YOUR

I THOUGHT 1
TOLD YOU TO
GET THE ONE
THAT WAS SPF 50!

SUNTAN LOTTION!

| + S\ . .L ‘1 I' 15;- **’/— I: -_
When Dad ﬁm”y so‘l' a break, he 4ook a tuna
sandwich out of our cooler and sat down 4o eat it.

B Il dive-bombed ki | hed 4 riahd
out of his hand.

T've had issves with SEdSi;AIi.S i'r:\ -Hwe ;qus;h ‘d\"‘xc.Jt T
wash + w;’lléhs +o let one steal my food.
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So :l: +ook m?( sah&wich wi‘l'}\ me 1o ‘I'h?. f)a‘l’H‘xause s

w}\r'd'\ wash + ‘r}'\t best en‘l’fha Ex?trr'thr.e I’\fe ever

had.

T was pre-H)r -I'{-\irsiy, so T ?Iahhe& on srnf:bihS
a bottle a{: water Frc:rﬁ our cooler. But ‘I'!‘\E -Family

on ‘H‘\e f)lah!:t‘l' next to us was }\tlFihﬁ ‘|'¥'\EMEE|.\!E_5
40 our drinks.
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We confronted ‘H'\Em about ‘I'dll:ihe, our water, but
‘H-m?r said ﬂ\e?' +’nou5h+ +he cooler was THEIRS,

Mﬂmﬂgﬁbﬂ@%

name was written on +he side.

T}\ihss 50‘!’ a lit+te uhc.amfor ‘l'ablt, so ‘l'ht a‘H'\Er

want another -famil?! 5+Edlih5 our drinks, so T
wrote Somﬁ)nihg on the lid of the cooler with a

HUMAWN

ORGANS
Kee

ReFri&ePra+ed .
S\
HEFFLEY ’A "““"‘"‘\
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Bf +hat time, i+ was the middle of +he af+ernoon
and the sun was Hdzjhs. So Mom asked Dad o

go back 4o the house and bring us another case of

water o requce +he bottes +hose PeaPle +ook.

T was slnd Dad was getting more water, because

'[“"'L?' science teacher said the human bad?r is 60%

if Pecple renlly WERE 60% water, we'd all look
FFE‘H’?’ freakf.

are so wr‘ihkly is that ‘rl-\e?"re 1&dk:’h9 reqll?r
s|ow1?r.
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Th fact, T've made it my Ferscml mission o keeF
r~17r Great Uncle Colton %y&rn‘ht& > because he looks

LLLBLLQULJ_E.LMML&U:UE%_E?J_W—

{)FQUS%‘I' a bie, bds o-f be:&cl'\ ‘l'ofs Mom ‘h:H hirq 1o
F&‘I’th from ‘H‘\& Eouse. Ah& even ‘I'}mush I wash +

in +he mood to break a Swedt, +his was one of

‘I'nkﬂ ho fcr an answer. C-::«
l ] (- =
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Mom Pullt& out all sorts of old-fashioned +a?r5 that
she said used to kee? her and her sisters bua).' for

been wired a little different back ‘l'};th, because
hone of this stuff was &oIhS clh)"l'hr'hs for me.

oﬁ' =

The one ‘1’::!)} +hat had some promise was a KITE,

where T was s+e-f>?ih3.
s ““/f ~
w e -
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And after mkihs a bunch of ?EO‘PIE mad, T
decided ﬂ?’;hﬂ a kite wasnt worth the hassle. So

went back into relaxation mode.

O o A
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The +ide was coming in fast, and my qu.il?z wash +
dh?rwbnere 1o be found. So T had +o Sd‘f}xer‘ up-our

QM@L&%%MJM

+hat was easier said than done, especin|l7 without
any helF.

< = e ____
. . L 5, QOSH .L\ —

R A |
— SPLOSH J‘f\“ﬂ%
—— i,
Q ﬂ\ CL

T wasn'+ -i'hihkihi:j about what ELSE was in
the water. And that's when T fel+ some-i'hihs

PRPA T

a \jellyfisl-\ Prablem ,and T was POSITIVE that's

ubnﬁ’ad_‘tbns_mi_ﬁamﬂ?«_\mn@_l_muk&

remember wh:ﬁ yau were suPPase& 1o do in -H-\e
case of d\jell?f'ﬁﬁ}i attack.
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T}ue bes+ I could ‘H‘\Ih]f. of was o Hs‘l'a?, dra?,
and roll,” so that's what T went with.

T+ 4urns out that what T THOUGHT was a

false alarms, because hcbad?’ Itd?‘t’ +o my rescee.
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After T calmed down a little, T rinsed my leg off
in the ocean. But T should've been P“}’;hS better

T drae@e& rn?'self out of the water, and even
-I'}\ousB T was a little wabbly; at least T was
out of dnh&tr. But now there was a Pile of sand

FeaFle were starting to NOTICE.




T coudnt J'US‘I' dro? m?! drawers and flush out m?'
{)n‘fhihg, sut, so T moved 4o &ee?er water, where

out the ht‘t‘l'ihe,, which wasn + ensy ‘o &o, since L
was -ﬁgh*ﬁh& nSdEHS‘I' +he undertow.

IR

All of a sudden, T had +he li&&udf‘dis attention.

‘I'haugl'\‘l' 'I. was uEI‘nS ‘H‘\E ocean as a toilet.




5}1& tried 4o st‘l' me to come in to sl\are , but
T wasn+ bu&gihs. And T guess 1i1f33unr&5 must

srain for this sort of +hing, because she hauled

me_to ‘I'l'\t shore in no time flat.

B)/ ‘H‘\d‘t’ Fth‘I’, }mlf our stuff }m& washe& nwn?'

and the rest was smkihg wet. Luckilg, +he cooler

to sit dhd ca‘l’c{'\ m?' bren‘l'}\.

38



T remembered there were still a few bottles of
water in the cooler, and T FUHE& out the ones

+hat were lef+.

But T didn'+ realize +hose water bottles were the
ahl),* ‘}}ﬁh& wtishiha +he cooler dﬂ'h'u'h, and the kite




T ran after +he cooler, but i+ s-l'dlye& Jjust out of
r‘eqc)n. Ahd I mi&}'ﬁ"\rt qc*l'ud“f r.due,h‘l’ up wI-H-\ it

The cooler 'Fihnll?r got wedgt& in some sand dunes,

airborne dsﬂ;h-

10



But when T realized where T was s-l'nh&:'hs .1
decided l""ld?fb& T should leave the cooler be.

T lef+ the piping Plaver area as -:*uick as T could,
and |ucki1?f hoba&y saw me. 1hen L went back
+o0 our umbrella so I cauH 3&‘[’ out :::1{ 'i'l'\e suhn.

can hever be too careful.

n



Mch&c\¥
When we So‘l' back o the beach house last hiﬁ}\‘h

chly have one bathroom for thirteen of us, and T
had to wait m?f furn.

Bf +he time T #hn“?’ got in +here, i+ was so

simmf_]:_mqu_haLd?f_mA_ﬂnd_mm:Lmsf_

mahewerihs between my aunts wet bdﬂ\ihs surts
wi‘l'hau‘l' i’auahih& dh?"l*}\ihs.

12



M?{ Fldh was to take a qu.‘ck shower and get out.
But there was six inches of 51u33?f gray water in

e bathivh and 4he drain swas ™

- L

so 'I }md to take a cold shawer. But I -ﬁsured it

was worth i+, because T wanted o feel clean and

Frea}\ -Far whm we went out to eat.

The ahb{ ?rablam was that T couldn'+ get DRY.
EVE!"?’DhE had used up the towels, so T had 4o

M@n?amicy_ab&_&mb_my_skm—




I‘I’ wWas ‘I'dlkihs wd‘f too Iahs, , SO I tried shnkihs
:::1{1[, +he Wd?' dass do. But T couldn'+ ren“y 5e+

ater

everywhere .

SHAKE
_/I SHAKg

—— GSYAKE

‘EZ] ek = |
— u":‘ -&. ': o>

™ . Lo, \

T quess T should've +ried cleaning up after
mfsal-ir , because Auh‘l' Caktf dtCuSEcl me o-F FEEEHS

l‘\E}USE ‘H‘m‘l’ us 5L75 }\ava to sit down w}xah we. go
o) ‘1’1‘\{: f)n‘l’hraam.

™



Everyche was mad at EVET"?({JGLJ:?‘ else for +akih5
‘oo lahs, so Mom created a bathroom schedule

o £lbeameminte 4ime slots. Arnd T aot 4

6:30 p-m. shif+.

S

I can + rEd” control wheh I heed +o use ‘H’\e
bathroom, ‘I'}\GUS}\ And neither can T""I.d;h‘nf, who

went out ‘H‘\E wihdcw ihs*l'f:a& o-F wai*ﬁhg far Hs
9:30 p.m. shift 4o start.

Wt
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T decided T4 JUS"’ use the bathroom at whatever
restaurant we went to, because T ng,ured ‘HWE?’J&

| e ome 4here. And T o L

to getting a clean, warm towel 4o &r?f y hands.

WHY, THANK
YOU, SIR!

But whth I nskE& Mom w}x&rﬂ we were Suihs 1Cr:-r

dmbf_L,_I_goj_mme_mr?dm&_nm—

Mom said we wouldn'+ be Saihe, out at ALL on this

. She said that G M opme-
caal:f_cl_mmls_ah_&uiy_vamiiansﬁ_m&_w were

gonna carry on +hat +radition.

ool T Sk fats toadit "

overrated. Just because you do sam+hih3 ohce
doesn+ mean you should KEEP &aihs +.

16



T"he ahl7 tradition we ve ever h:ld 1S wheh Meemaw
used to make everfohe F”+ -Hneir Pnh‘rs on +3neir

| lucing E aster | L o all 4 W+ 4
a litte wm:!(y, but Meemaw was raised in +the Old
Cauh‘frf , and we qurf:& +his was a custom where she

SFEH UP .

But after a while, Meemaw started Jaih\a OTHER

clothes, and we realized she was starting to lose

her marbles.




I‘m also not a biS fan of en‘l’ih& +agt+ker as a
Fﬂmily. FLC cavemen clans ate at ‘I'}\e same time,

Stone ASE

§ &
‘\\@"n “;

The other +1nih5 cavemen did rig}ﬁ was that ﬁ\ey
ohlp.' ate after a 555 hunt. And T'd much rather

S Ry
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While T'm on the subjec+, there are a few other
+hih55 'rc.Jt chdhge around meals. First of n“, IJ&

mmwmﬂ_muﬂmﬁmw

while )'au’re Ed‘l’f’h&, because m?r mMom nlwdl?/s decides
to tell me +he JthSs T need 4o do when T'm in
+he_middle of eating my cereal.

AND MAKE SURE THERe
ISN'T ANY SYRUP ON
THE PLATES.

Plus, T dont like 4o be touched while T'm ea‘l’ih&
T can ‘I'o‘l'nll?t understand w}\y LJ[D&S Shap at Ptu?le

who.bother them whie they're “rying 4o enjoy

+hPrII" -anr_l.

1



Mom said we were gohha Hﬂe s?asheﬁi and Sdrlic
{)red.&, and the grownh-ups Sc:-‘l' +o work mkih&

] Bus st Lot | 1

were way too many bodies for such a tiaht space.
Y Y ghT_sp

o LT

C S¥9ss

Pl

a<=b

PluS, wi‘l'h a Fc‘l’ of water boilihs on ‘I'}\E stove and

So E\"Er?fahﬂ was all swt:l‘l?/ , even ‘r}mus}\ we Juﬁ

Shﬂ'lﬂft re& .




Ever?'ba&y had a different ‘“""‘)’ of dcihg, +}\ihe,s,
and different ideas about how to handle food.

dopnt Adra socdertalls <udlod & udode b of

ang}m‘Hi on the floor, so Mom said we were

gonha hd\rt +to ‘I'hraw it out.

+he germs from +he :ﬂcor,, and Aunt Cdktp{ dsreed.
That turned into a giant argument, and while that
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Mom se+tled ‘I'hihg,s b?r putting a NEW pot of
water on the stove to boil, and said ﬂ\e?z could

e e’ in thad

Aunt antp.’ said the wdy ?fau know s?nsheﬁi has
been cooked lahs tnr::-usl'\ 1S b}.«' -t}umm‘ng Pa s n&aihs'i'.

up-a +hird pot for +he "wall noodles.”

oPLAT

Mom and her sisters weren + the ONLY ones who

Fdhc?r restaurant, and he ke?-i' +es+fh3 +he sauce
to see if it needed c\h}g spices.
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But Vincent kt?‘l’ Pu*l"l'ihs ‘H‘\e Spoon in his mau*l'h
and then back in the ?ﬂ‘h so 1 decided T'd ski-.?

a_person who knows a lot about wine. She said when
Vincent is testing a glass of wine, he takes a sip,
swishes i+ in his mouth, and spits it out.

T had no idea there were FtoPle who do that
kind of ‘H‘\Ih&. And if ?mu can get dld'ab as a taco
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Before +he -i'ri?, Gramma cooked a batch of her

meatballs dh& sent ‘H‘\erﬁ nlahs in a cooler.

But instead of putting all the meatballs in one
{)ES Plns*l'ir. bd&, Gramma sent INDIVIDUAL {)ngs
for each person. And you knew ama::l-l)a how much

Grammatkes-you by-how many meathalls you got.

since he's not a-mcidﬂ)r in_the -Famil?z And T guess
Aunt aney isnt the ‘rﬂ::t of person who likes +o

Ekan
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Auh‘l' Au&m didn+ 3&‘1’ dlhy rvrea‘t{‘:dlﬂs, eHher, but

+hn+‘s because she‘s a \.ree,eerr'dh. Ahd HC cows ever

Erlich T'm e Tl

\ftsﬁqridh, +too.

WHATCHYA GOT
*E-% IN THE BAG,
A& GREG?
' ‘_d P )

] :

D ___ (| N |

) (Gt 1L N (]

Au‘n‘l’ Au&m is real serious about hﬂalﬂ‘\f Ed‘l’ihs,

labels on our ?ackaatd food. She 5:\)45 f ?h::u can +
pronounce +he Ihsr E&Eeh‘l’s, ?'au shouldn '+ eat +hem.
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Aunt Auvdra say's +hat instead of 1£S‘Hh5 +he
number of calories on the Pdckngihs of ?racessﬁ

how much Edri’ih& it will shorten ?mur‘ life. But if T
knew +hat eating a cdhd)' bar would take +hree
minutes off my life, T'm not sure T'd let +hat

stop me.
P tddg
W=
- IT. ]
)
NCH o
e "%\ s 1
a2 |
@ :
_|1¢:1 —

After dinner was rtn&?', we squeez&& +c:5e+her

a

o ctarted off oleasarct. but it werc

&mghh.‘“ ?rp-l"i}.f -!rn s+.

had somﬂ-ﬁh& 4o say. ﬂmhszull?r, Mom s*l'e?pe& in
before +Hh55 went off +he rails.
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Mom started a list of "safe’ topics +hat wouldn'+
cause dh}{ arg,umeh-fs, and everyba&){ wrote one down

were qhahymau&, i+ wasn + that hard 4o -fiSure out
which one came from Aunt Cdke?!.

Flowers — Romance Novels
Turtles Dot +ge

;{%feﬁﬁ‘bn—?"l" 10N

asSnion

The time 5u5an—s+ole—-
P oOP MUSIC Cakejs boypriend when

+‘nE3 were teendgers

Mom and Auh‘l' aney lduhc.lned risl'\‘l' into a &3}\'1’
about snmt‘ﬂ'\ihs +ha+ l\quthed the last +ime ‘l'ht?‘.

mm’;tn_amﬂfhuk_:&hhﬁ—

she met one Summer, but then Mom shd;s&t& him

+he ques*l'iah of w}v Aunt z:tkt)’ and Mom don'+

se‘l' n|ah3.
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Mom +old Aunt ane?f that stuff l'\q??ened a_long
+ime 490, and she should let i+ go. But T quess

AmLCnL&rJidl_bnsn:Lﬁaﬁan_alaLcL_ﬂm_nfiaL

all this +ime.

and Vincent didn+ look like he was en J“}’;hs +he

conversation ‘Hﬁ.d‘l’ rnuc!\,. eH'-}'xer‘.

Then Aunt ane?f accused Mom of S‘l‘tﬁ'lihs one of

her meatballs, +oo. But Mom said Gramma put more
balls i ber | X he |
her BETTER.

going dhywhere Soo&, so we just started clearing
+he +table.
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Vincent volunteered o do the dishes, because
dp?nrewﬂy he's still +ryjh3 to score points with

LI AR

+ime, because the ohly person he needs 4o imPrf:ss

is Gramma.

After dinner s evar?'ohe WAS ha.-.???f o g0 +heir

sanra-l'& wn?'s. But Mom wdh‘l'ed us to wa-h".h TV
inthe living room as a famly. And even though it
to agree on what television show to watch is next

+o impassible.

i "

TV ccmFt‘H‘l'iah whtrt ‘H‘\ESE ?dS‘l‘l"){ che:fs make

cakes that look like regular objects, and then

contestants hdve 1o guess which +hih35 are real
and whir.h are desserts.
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But T'd be a +errible contestant on +hat show,
because ever?r time T +hink SDME‘t’}\fhsJE real, T

rona.
= )

THIS OLD
LEATHER BOOT
IS ACTUALLY...

Mom Vetoed wa‘l’cHHS -H-\n‘l' s}mw ) because it caused a

started ‘I'Hhkihe, EVERYTHING was cake, which
isnt OK when ;,’au‘re n d Public restroom.

|l amoms
=4\
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To make matters worse, now Mqhhy’s SUSPiCious of

REGULAR food, because he thinks i+ could be
thina. else in disavise. So di akos 4w

as lah&i because Mnhhy won + put nh‘}f‘f}ﬁhg in his
mouth until Mom proves tsr td“)f food.

T can dlc:l'mll}; see how a person could start 4o get

confused over whats real and what's not, because

Rodrick’s been messihg wi-l'h me for YEARS.

When T was litte , Mom and Dad would sometimes
Fu*l' Rodrick in chnr‘se of rq); bed+ime stories.

sniafy
H

-_.1-.'
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T was Pre-Hy sure 1'd ac*l*uall?/ seen horses in real
life, but Rodrick convinced me T'd just imagined it.

+)nird-3rdde class, T was shook up when T came

face-to-face with a real live horse.

Rodrick b?z now, but every once in a while he gets
me with someﬂ\in& new. And when we went 4o

112



Since Mom vetoed +he cake show, ‘PEDFIE started
SI'..I'&SEE‘HHS other ‘I'hihss +o watch.

Au‘rﬁ Gre‘l’cht'h wanted to Wn‘l't}\ ‘H‘\Es series about
a celtbri‘ry Fdrvdl?r who s nlw:n?rs going from one
r,rn.?.;r situation to ‘H‘\t next. Put Mom said ‘l'}m&t
ﬁwﬁﬁﬁhﬂm&mw

T don't krow if she's riaht about hat or rod

but TIl bet +hose PeaPle who star in +hem are
SE‘H’EHS PAID. Ah& 'I: wauHhJ‘I' mr'hd deih& ‘l'Hhss
a little if we got San ratings.

/:JI:LL, IF YOU WROTE YOUR

SOMEBODY NAME ON THE BOTTLE, THIS
USED ALL ™MY WOULDN'T KEEP HAPPENING!
BODY'WASH!
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I\f m}.! de:'l?' ever does 5e+ 1S awn reqli‘fy s%ow,
Thve alrﬂn&y 30‘1’ 4 hame Pitkt& out for it.

Coming this fall

ey iy — -

Jﬂ‘\t reason i+s never gonha ha?pah 1S ‘H’\d‘t’ mf

. L]

+hou5}'\ Rodrick 50+ his “P stuck in the ziP?er of
his coat once, +'s not like }Jau could base a whole

F?rl':nr_il' ahn f-:nrn#ﬂ'\.r'hs ke ‘l'll'm‘]h

i,
= m
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\What my {:am‘l?’ could use is a 30:-3 SCANDAL.
The -’rJnIhs +hat makes +hose reuli-l"?/ shows ih+ere5-ﬁh3

all sorts of drama. gu-t if there's a Juic?/ scandal in

my -chrrdl)’, tverp.'am's done a 30::-& Job ka&PihS it

I":Hi')‘{‘

M ] tch her favorite sl L
is about the r‘o?/nls. And from what T've heard,

“The reason ‘H‘\E?’JFE nlwd?fs dmlihs with Prablams s
because the ?Eﬂ?le who work for +hem leak +heir

+to keeP a secret whera you’ve Sa-i' inside_information

+hat somebad?r‘s wﬂlihs to ?d‘}f for.
|

YOU DIDN'T HEAR THIS FROM

NDS
THE BATHROOM!
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But if 1 Wwas nc*l’unllf a MEMBRER of ‘H‘\E rc?ral

der'ly, + would be rEd.U?' tempting to cash in and
q?.‘” -I'hp beans.

N B
\| THE OTHER
Y [ BROTHER
E Life in the Crown
E:g Prince s Shadow
N N—
N \
] L ]
§ T
§ I
\ by Prince Gregory

iE 7 N |‘?f' y
[ odlre oo |

Bt netead of oo | 4hat trocble.

like it would be easier 4o Just CLONE ?raurself
instead.
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T dont know if +hat kind of ‘l'l'\IhS IS _even le\gnl

but }\a\rms qho‘f}\er version of 7aursel-F would make

UNBELIEVABLE! WHEN \ /T o
I SAY NO LETTUCE, I RIGHT.,
t"IEA_ N_NO_LE:DZUCE

I‘l’ turns out ‘l'ha‘l'ls hot ‘l'l'\& wqy :IarﬁhS war‘ks R
ﬂ\aug%. I +hau5}\+ ‘I'*\drl' whe’n ?'au clahed
sarnE'i'l'\Ihs ;1T was like rndkihs a COPY.

But my sciehce ‘fEdt"\Ef said +h¢+ w}\m you clone a
person or an animal, it starts off as o BABY. And
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Tjne one +Hh5 'J: can sdly about a momrchf iS -l'hcrl'
+hose guys have clear rules about who's the next in

e e Bt oo e it baa |

settled who's gonha take chnrge after Gramma is
Sﬂhﬁa

M&MM@M

b o b

let her without a fight.

All T know for sure is that it's gohna be a 1oh5
+ime before MY semrd-ﬁah 1S in chdf‘se. Ahd if I
ever get 4o be +he head of the fdm‘ly, {37 +hen i+

JP_[ab_q‘{JJ?Lua.nj_bﬁ_‘tbnj_much FUN.

YOU GOT MUSTARD
ALL OVER YOUR BIB

A
A 5 Y
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Last+ rﬁsh-f when we went to bed, i+ was s+ill super
hot in the house from the cookih\a, so 1 had a

on the ceilihs fan to cool ﬂ'\ihss down a little, T
discovered +hat \incent had %uhs his wet clothes
on the blades +o Jr?u

down and -Fiha“y fell :\SIEEP. But T wasn+ out for

up. T was nervous to answer i+, becavse T couldn't
Imngiht who would be khockihs at+ +that hour.
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So wheh I saw a PIRATE S‘I’dhclihg on ‘Hne front
?arch, T wasn+ Pre-.?arr-:d.

I‘l’ turns out ‘l'}\e SUPJ Wwas ac‘fua“f Uncle Gdry,

m}f Jadls ?’OUHSEF broﬂ'\er, wh'\c- wds N a Firn‘l'e

costume.

[ YOU GUYS GOT

ANY FOOD?

f;j;""'

T let Uncle Gdr;,' in_the house s and he txi“:lnihf:&
what he was &oihs here. This Summer, he had been
worl‘.ihs at a baseball stadium, and his Job was to
g0 under the bleachers and find +he stuff people

&ro?Ped durih& +he game.
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But I quess }'\E Sc‘f hit on ‘H’ae }\ch{ b}! one too
mah}.f cell ?hGhES, and he decided i+ was time 4o

Iaol; :Eo[ a new line m!': 'wnrll:.

Uncle Gdr?( said he wanted a Jab where he could
be outside in the fresh air, and he started 1mkjn5
for o??ar‘fumﬁes at vacation 5P°+5‘ 'ﬂ'\ﬂh l'\e found

out there was an apehihg at a Pird&t-‘l'}\eme&
MMMMMML
sited with his fam |

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Skullduggery Cove is seeking an actor to
perform as legendary pirate Wild William.
Three performances on weekdays, five on
weekends.
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Before our ‘I'n'F, Mom told me }ww s}xe and her
sisters used o go to Skulldugstr?r Cove when Jrhe?z

Wild William. And one time Aunt Gretchen 50‘[' S0

scared s}ne wet her Pnh‘rs.

[ T'™M GONNA QKTN\
YOU ALL ALIVE!

ﬂ'\ir‘f?r years, and he was fiha“y retiring.

But it sounds like it ended badly for that guy,
and i+ wasn + ru1|7 his choice to call i+ quits.
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Uncle qu?r said that a few weeks ago, Wild
William was chdsihS some kids in his rowboat, Just

But +he kids he was chnsihg turned the tables on
him and ﬂiPFE& his boa+t.

As if that wasn+ bad enaugh , +he mandger at
Skulldu%erf Cove 4old Wild William he couldn+ +ell
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So ‘l'he actor decided }\EJ& l’\a& Ehou&h, and now }\e
works at the {:r?' shack on the boardwalk, where

he | his | w ,
get in Feaplels food.

Undle Gary couldn’+ grow a decent beard, and
bt 1 L. by

convinced ‘i’htm +o sell Hm }'\m'r‘ r.li??ihss.

Jab in_a Pird'i’t costume. But he ?rabn{)lf should ve

mﬂﬁd_abmcl_lmgate_\]uﬁ_sbamna_u%_bmmg_dm

he 30‘1’ to Skulldu%ery Cove, +he mahdger gave

}\Em Some b:&& hews.
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She said that pirates aren + as ?o?ulqr with kids
d.hyrnare, so the theme Park decided 4o move

oot dicection. Tl old b

Skulldugser;,' Cove was beihs rebranded as a
{)U‘H'Er‘ﬂ)f Sahc‘l'udr)r, and he should Prababl;« look

for work somewhere else.

BUTTERFLY GARDEN,

o Core ol b e O

+0 see iz he could send him some money.

Gdr?z looked up Dad’s location on his ?}\ohe and
discovered he was righ-f here on +he island.
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Uncle Gary said he needed 4o crash with us for the
hi&h‘l’. And even ‘1’}'\01}5}1 T Ex?lnihed that there

slee?ihg in weird ?14':&5.

ﬂ'\IS mrhihs, I could tell Dad wasn+ ‘H'\rillea +o
see Uncle Gary at the kitchen 4able. And after

Dad offered him th?’ for a -ferry ticket home.

HIMSELF.
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Mom seemed hnF?y 4o have an extra person ar ound
to helP cd.rr?/ our stuff down to the beach. But

the beach was the LAST quce T wanted 4o be.

T Sueﬁts‘l't& we take a break from +he beach and

do something else instead. Other people mustve
| hinking 4 Ao |

started JumPihS in with different suggestions for

wi‘ﬂ'\ a few +}\ou5}1+5 a-!r Hs owh, even ‘I'housh he
Ju5+ got here.
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Rodrick wanted +o go 40 a record store, and Dad
was }\:::Fr'he, +to go &ee?-sm -FESHHS. \Vincent wanted

4wins wanted to g0 10 a “rdlse room,“ where fcu

Pd)’ 1o &es*frc}; stufd.

Uncle an wds Fua’nihg +o go Parasm‘lihg , and

Fl:\ce, which seemed like the kind of +’nih5 a

person like her does for fun.
v .
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But the idea T liked best was 4o have a spa &d?',
which was Aunt Veronica's suggestion. Tve let

N T skt

mi&h‘f be nice o 1‘15.‘4'& someone take care of ‘H‘m*l'.

(- AHHHHHHHHT )
A T "

- llﬁ

) >3

I -l'hhk Everfaha would have been haPPy +o sFlH'

+hat idea. She said Gramma wanted us to do stuff

+ae,e+htr, so we needed o come up with samﬁhihg
we rnulz_l Al l dn.

lot of activities that work for a group with this
or d |I3l's‘l'house tour, and 1 wasnh t excited about

EH‘htr ohe.
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First of all, if ?fau've ever been rv.ihj-SalﬂhS with
Mnhh?' , yauJ& know that i+ +akes him FOREVER

qhhayed at hnvihg to wait for him to line up his

shots, which is '["Ed.“;,’ stressful.

"' "lﬁ; i
J-.-Lm 2L

‘er

a_free round b}.{ sihkihs a4 }\ale n_one on ‘H'\E: las+

}\DIE, which meant we had 4o do i+ all OVER agnfh.




But a 1:31’\"'}1@5& tour, which was Mom s idea,
sounded even WORSE. Whenever we go on

edum‘h‘ahnl dc‘HvH'f at a museum or Hﬁoriml site.

And T don'+ know how Mom finds these Fla.tts,

but th dl'wn}.u'ﬁ does.

Mom says kids have “brain drain over summer

vacation, which is w}\y she's always 1oakih5 for

T PURPOSEFULLY put my brain in low=-power

madt over ‘1'].'\& Ssummer,
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M?' ‘I'h&ar‘?' IS ‘H’\n‘l’ f I learn +oo mucl‘x &uthS
summer break, +hen T'll be ahead of my peers

when we_get back to school in the fall. Then T

mish-} be so smart LTIl have +o SKIP 4 Srdde}
which seems like a bad idea o me, because T don'+
want +o be +he last one in my 1“5}‘ school 4o get

= J -
m?r driver's license.

IS EVERYONE BUCKLED
UP BACK THERE?

trip to a paper mill, T had 4o take a three-hour
hap after T 5::+ home to recover.
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T£T werea suFer\wera, a_museum would be like ry
krthhHe. And if a SUPEWIHdih wanted 4o finish

f ol thord b 4o ot .

life wfhs of an art 5n|ler;.’.

IF YOU LOOK CLOSELY AT THE BRUSH-
STROKES, YOU CAN SEE THE WAY

WITH THE INTERACTION BETWEEN

NOQO!
GASP!

LIGH

To make i+ fair, Mom had everyone write dowh

didn’t really want +o go mini-golfing, that's what
T wrote down.
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ﬂ'\& chb‘ one whn COULDNT vote was Vihterﬁ',
since he s not an official member of +he anﬂ)'.

And ever hovh +hat miakd e Marel

rules are rules.

voting for the lighthouse tour. But Rodrick hadn't
voted ye-l' , because l'\e’d been in -l'ha bd-i'}\rmm

Mom ExFlnihE& the 4wo optiohs to Rodrick and +old
him_he was the deciding vote. But instead of just

| o bl
Rodrick understood how much power he had, so he.

made FwFle WORK 46 earn his vote. Each side

but in the end it all came down 4o what ?ea?le
were willing to PAY.
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T}xe mihi-s,alf ?eople offered Rodrick }\al-l: a bag of
Fﬁa*h:r r}ﬁps and a used Frisbee for his vote.

But the Iisl'ﬁhause group offered an uhoPr-:hed box
of assorted saltwater ‘quf and dn extra bathroom
shift, so he 4ook +he deal. And if you ask me, it's

Edr_l éPPFFr iﬁ'mrJ::H'f-:.

should da, ﬂ'\aus}\, because {:?' +he +ime we Sa‘l' to
+he Iig}ﬁhaum, there was a l‘wSE line.




I was sure ‘H\E tour was Soihg 1o sell out and we
were gonha end up 501?13 mihf-samhe, after all.

But then Mom bought tickets on her phone, which

was like cu*l"rih& ﬂ'\e line.

T4 +urns out she Shnagf:& +he last tickets for

on ‘l'l'\t +our to some random su)' at ‘H‘u: end of
‘H‘\t line.
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T 4ried o sell MY +icket, but Mom s‘l'crp?e& me
before 'I. could find a {)u?rer. Ahd even Jrhaush

T wasn't able 40 get out of the lighthouse tour,

Rodrick gdve me an idea T can use in FUTURE
der'lp.' 5e+-+cse+hers.

1 e et T

there are a LOT of events T skIF T could,

Y |

kih&ef&arﬁh Smduq‘l'iohs.

I guess I rm'gh‘? hava +o Pd?’ extra for certain

+o 5&+ someone to sub 1[0'{’ me on | HOSE ones.

ﬁm_som FOR )
/ =




Qur 4our 31.:[&& told us all about Jrh'\e HS’mt’f of
+he 1&3}1‘?1’1@5& and what it's like to be a |i3¥\+}\ou5e

crqﬁhihg into the rocks at rﬁglﬁ. And even +hou31'\
4+ sounds like a Prt‘Hy eqﬁy J'ob, T'msure T'd find

a 'w:l)‘ +o _screw it up.

AN
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T ﬁs,urec{ +he whole +our hﬁshﬁ' take half an
hour and then we could SH on with our da?'. But

W@Mﬂﬁﬁk@;@m&mﬁ

CEUES‘HOHS s which our “our Suic{e Was hc\PP?' +o answer.

HOW DEEP DID THEY DIG
THE COUNTERWEIGHT WELL

but ‘H‘\E Peo?le w]hose ‘h'ckEJrs we 5hd+c¥'\e& Frcrm

under +hem were |I£+ehih3 in_on our tour, even




T guess Mom was dlhha?’E& +ha+ +his fdmil?e Was
+r?rih5 to SE‘l' a free ri&e, so she made sure ‘H'\e?'

eth‘l'udH;,' ‘H‘\E}( 30‘[’ the hint and left.

( HEY HEY I-IEY!j /
wO0O WOO WOO!
g . 9\ /5

out of the sun. But it was ac‘l'uall)} J'uﬁ as hot
INSIDE as i+ was outside.

L&.m@l:ﬂ’_‘tb.&cumicl_hun_dﬂ:ﬁmm

srauh& floor +hat would +ake us S‘I't’nish‘l* 1o
‘I')nf: ‘h:-? ; but we }md +o take ‘H‘\e STAIRS. Ah&

hm_gaj’_\_pmmf_cl_u%_bf_cmg_ﬂnﬂiBD_&mup_badi
wrdeed up ‘r}xeir +our and were +r71h3 +o make
‘I')neir wn),’ back down o ‘I'}\f: bottom.
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And with the heat and sweat and aver}./aher
bodies PrESSEd +cﬂe+}\er, it was all a little oo

i u:ip, -Fnr me.

- F
ﬂ '
4 : :
()
B
B | T
g L]
! -
™
[
A
=3
. - ==
E.Xi-l- f"ﬂ L
.:5":'
—

.......
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B?e +he time we ﬁm made i+ 4o the ‘h:F, T was

&es?erﬁe -Far Some resh air.

G P\%m

| Sl

1 — —H =} -

Af‘r&r we spﬂh‘l' a few rminutes up +1>\F.rf: N ﬂ’\e ‘our
5uiclt said it was time o hmc{ back down. But

T wasn't Plahhihﬁ oh going ANYWHERE, and
hoboc{?' could make me, either.




Appnrewﬂf , T wasn+t the FIRST person +o
freak out in the middle of the lighthouse tour,

T e o o dealing it

this sort of thing.

After +hat Ex‘PEF[EhﬂE; T'd be hd‘?‘?}( 4o never

ther liah+! | T lve. But M
spent a lot of +ime in the 3-‘1&1’ shap, so T have
4 Feelihs T know what e\.rer},rahe’s getting for
ﬁp,r‘.‘:;-%mc: -I'h.‘t: :'FFMF‘




Tues&d;i
Tohis}m’r, T reaﬂy wished we could've gohe out to

eat, but we had leftovers instead. Or at least
MOST of us did. A?Pnrehﬂ?g Dazzle is too sood

for leHovers, and she refused to eat +he reheated
stS}ueHL

So Vincent cooked a steak for Dazzle on +the
outdoor Srill behind the house, +hen FdsseJ it

dinher was rish-f in the mddle of my shift.




I can understand where ‘l'he da\gis can-:ih& from on
leftovers, because T'm not reaﬂpr a fan myself.

Lq-i'-:ly} Mom s been :aakihs all our meals for the
week on 5uh&ct7 hi53n+, and by \'\[E&h&ﬁ&dy or

1 AT

+hird time around.

Then if +here's any food lef+ on ‘Fr‘.‘&ay \’ﬁgh‘h Mom
. .I I ]] | .] I.! .]i I! .

hew. And riS}rI' before our ‘l'riF, Mom +ook the

lef+over lasagna, meatoaf, squash , ahd +aco salad
from +he week and put it all in +he blender.

Pl N
I CALL THIS A
“BARNYARD SMOOTHIE™!

Some ?eople say leftovers taste better than the
ar‘é&ihal meal, but I’m\jusi’ not one of +hem.

145



T dont think Dad’s 400 craz.?! about 1E1C‘|'D‘H’EFS,
either, even +hau3h he'd never dr:fuuH?' SAY it.

But T ve noticed +hat Dad qlwq?fs seems +o be late
camih& hamt from work on 'Fr.‘&ay hig{w‘l's , and I
have a ‘Fttlihﬁ that's no accident.

After we were done clenh&h& up ‘I'ahis}rl' , Mom
wanted to pla?f board games, just like her -fnmil)r

mmumiww_

cam:'hs up with the lish‘l'%'\oum Your, and habo&?’

So most a-F us went into 'H'\E 1£vih3 room to wa.-h-,h

some mih&ltss TV.
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But Mom was qlreadf one step ahead of Ever?’bc&?f

else, because she had the remote.

We sat back down at the kitchen +4able, and Mom
‘I'c:rcrl': some c:lcl bcdf‘d games out a-F a cabinet.

+o draw sama‘l']nihs oh d 1[:::'&:.& of paper, and Ever?'ahe
else has 4o guess what it is. But the game ended in

147



Next, we ?h?ftd a_game where one person is
Si‘f«eh a secret war&, and ‘H‘\e?' have +o SE‘I' +heir

| + belore .

The 4rick is +hat there are a bunch of OTHER
words on the card +hat the Pln)ftr‘s not allowed

iun%_md_uf_‘tb.ty_m_ﬂameahr_mi\lmbL

team hnq +o buzz ‘I'}\.Prm

IT'S A..METAL BOX WHERE
& P 1 (Ol EA

TO KEEP IT...UM...CUILLY.

cold food door
kitchen — appliance — fresh
ice storage chilly
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T}xihss fell apart when ?EO‘PIE started using +he
buzzer for stuff that didn+ have dhy‘rhihs +o do

+he {)ayfrieh& Mom stole from her when ‘1'%&7 were
‘I'Ethnstrs, Mom used the buzzer o cut her off.

YOU'D THINK
SHE'D JUST LET

w IS A
e B

T was Sldd Mom ih‘l’&ﬂ“up‘l’t& Aunt Cdkt}.’ ) because

Mom ?ulle& out another board game o lzﬂft? ‘I'Hhss

box was 'Fdllihs apart, and she was re:n&?’ to put it
d.w:u?r and rt:uc’n for dho‘f’nﬂr game.
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But Dad was Excf‘h'.d; because it was a game he
said he used to Pln?' with HIS -Family.

T+ was called Boardwalk Baron, and Dad Ex?ldfh&d

{)nhkruql)‘l' all ‘H‘\e o*l'har Plnftrs.

"
@M@W ] ol n o e ot ot oo

to be GREEDY.

?l“fﬂr reads cards with interesting facts about

marine ahimals.
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Luckﬂ?’, we s+ill hnc{ ‘l'l'\e buzzer from ‘H‘\d‘}’ D‘l’}\tr
game, and Rodrick wasn'+ shy about using rt.
N

WHALE'S TONGUE WEIGHS AS
MUCH AS AN ELEPHANT?

Ever?!ahe ‘l'l'\ough‘l' we sl'\auld 51'\{& Baardwalk Baron
a -I'r?( instead. But I guess Mom was Pre-l"l'?z
ahha?!s:& +hat she got overruled, so she said she

. N "

The rest mf us aFEhtd up +he box and sc‘l' out

Lo | . e o

d.wq?'. There weren+ Ehough game ‘rakehs} and
f:'u'f:r?faht started gr nbbihs ohes for ‘I'}'\f:msztl\.fﬂs.
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Uncle Gnrf mnhdlgad to shag +he cawbay hat, but
T guess Mdhhy rthP/ had his heart set on +hat

kitchen cabinet until Uncle quy -ﬁhnll?z cugreed +o
Jjust let him have it.

Malcolm and Malvin both wanted 4o be the wagon,

piece, which was a quarter of & meathall that
someone found under the kitchen table.
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Once evaryba&?' had their ?'ld?th pieces sorted out,
it was time 4o learn the RULES. But you ?rm:‘l'Icnlly

had +o have a college degree +o understand the

ins and outs of the game, So T -ﬁgur ed T'd Pick
it up once we nr.+un||7 started 4o 1[:;1:1?'.

HAVE ON THEIR MOST EXPENSIVE
PROPERTY, THEN THE PLAYER MUST
x  MOVE BACK THE NUMBER OF SPACES
., MATCHING THE SUM OF THE TWO DICE.

E.\.rer?fahe understood the basic idea , which was that
+he person who had all the properties at +he end of

Boardwalk Baron.

But tveryba&)’ agrﬂt& there should be some sort

with different ideas for Purﬁshmerﬁs for the first
person to 90 bdhkruP‘l'.
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Rodrick ‘1'}\::1!.;51‘1‘1' ‘I'he loser shaul& l‘\d\fe +to shn\fe
+heir eyebraws, but most of us +hau3h+ +hat was

‘o eat a 3n||oh of mn)'ahhnise , but +hat seemed
kind of unsafe.

sﬁ&;tbnﬂhdaia&lwﬂ&_‘m_sa_m&m_ﬂri
boardwalk the next &d?r and sing unil ?m«?la

o ke e

-...l'"

) \‘v

i W‘?il W ﬁmw%h‘

E.verybo&y +3nou3h+ +hat was a Srm+ Purushmeh-f

o b b fon N  of 4

game, because no ohe wanted to have 4o sihs n

‘_ ==

Fublét.
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The ahl?’ ?rablem was that i+ made the game way
oo COMPETITIVE. Because once we started

" " L

On Aunt Gretchen's first roll of the game, ohe
die_landed on +he +able s and one landed on the

WWe Fxhau){ ng,r&ed +hat both d.ce had to be on +he
table for a roll 4o count. Then on the very nex+

 Rudeick’s 4 | o the rdae of

sure i+ didn+ fall on the floor.

m TE 11 | | “ 1] m I
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Tf fcu rolled double sixes, }Jou landed in J'uu'l and
hdd 1o sit out for two whale turns. But everybady

1t Lhe the ourichmerct for landina i il bould

be more serious ‘H‘mh ﬂm*l'.
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The game was ‘l'nkihs FOREVER, and E\Jer?z{)ady
was 3e++ih5 -.?rf-.‘H)' tired. Aunt Audra said she

M&Mﬁi&dﬂ@ﬂauld_aaia_ﬁt&ﬁ_m&_m

could sPIH up her money and properties.

But E‘H’Er)mht dgrted +hat ;}uiﬁing was the same
umﬁo_)pniﬁajnﬂ_m_‘ﬂpt_bcmdualb_m_ﬁ&i

made herself some coffee and ?ow-s:rt& ﬂ'\rc—ush.

The twins were s+ru53lih5, too, but ‘H‘\E?' J(EP‘I'
themselves in the game b?f +nkih5 turns happing.
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The ahly person who was wide awake was Manny,

and that's because he was WINNING. Somehow he

noticing, and he was loading them up with hotels.

ooaQ
oo
oodo oo
oopgPoa
oogtono
ppgPoo
Dog
ocoa

After a while, T""lnhh?( had so many hotels on his

gmptmﬁ;ﬂmj;uf_mmahdml&cLah_m&,_MulL

be game over for +them. So he started chnrsihs
FEE}PIE mh&y 4o let them pass ‘1’}\rr::ru5h his ‘Ttrri‘far?'

snéﬁl?z dt\& l:..s &g wdﬂih"}' CHEAP,
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Eveh*l'uqlly, everyone was almost out of mohey, and
ho one could afford what Mnhh?' Was c%dt"sfh& for

to 9o +to d'nil \jus‘l’ e ‘I'ht)* could sit out a few turns
and not risk lnh&IhS on one of Mnhh?r’s properties.

And before 1nh5 , it was too crowded to £it anyone
else in -H_-w crib.

the LEAST was Dad, so he 4ried 4o strike a
deal with Mdhh;,'. He Frr::«misad he d Sﬁ him a

MM@MMMM
%C@ﬂﬁﬁin&%&ﬂmmdﬂmmy_unj;
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Dad didn't have dl‘nf cash on Hm, so he had no
choice but 4o roll +he dice. And when he &r'd, he

mos+t ha‘h’.ls; which meant Dad was i OAST.

o ol SSNS
v )]
" Ll p— Jlll
." 1 F." ill
Yy “ | ’I
0% AL
[ Ml I

T guess we were bejha a little 400 loud, because

M‘?P)" about btihs woken up.

oy

\i
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With Dad out of +he gare, +he rest of us started
‘I'r?dhs +o ﬁsure out a Smd PuﬁShm&h‘l’ for the
SECOND-ol l We decided i |

pre Fuhhy if +the person who went bnhkru?‘l'
NE had 4o &UMP a milkshake on their own head.

We couldn't+ decide if ‘H‘\E milks}mke shaul& be

chccald‘l*t or strawber r‘y , S0 we dSJ(EJ Mom 4o settle

Fc:r ong hiah‘r dhd dhhcuhc.eé ‘l'}\a‘l' our game was

official IPJ OVER.

:.-l ( l I'::: L
; 1 i
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Ne&hesda;
Even ‘I'}'\auel}\ Mom didn'+ seem o en J'a?' herself on

M@Mﬁ_&ﬁ_&:ﬂ%
we asked her what she had in store for us NEXT.

But T quess Mom needed o take a break from

chance 1 was 3951'13 +o the beach , SO T decided
Td ExPlort +he +own on rn?! owh.

But T was a little nervous about Seﬁihe los+,
since 1 didn+ re:tH?f kinow rv:f wn}/ around.
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Mom +old me she was gohna st?' back at +he house,
and that T could +ake her Pl‘\o‘ne as lchs as 1 was
careful with i+.

T krew it was a bi& deal for Mom o trust me with
her F’noht , SO T Promi&tﬂ T wouldn+ let+ nhf‘l’l’\.{h\g

En??Ph +o .

T+ was a renll},r Kot and s-h'-:.k?f dd.?f, and walk.‘hs

+ime T Sa‘f +o the bmrdwﬂk, mf clothes were
41read7f soaked with sweat.

]
—5>




T+ was 400 hot 1o S‘h:i.?' outdoors, and hohes*ﬂy T

Was lookihs for a way 40 avoid Dad anyway.

.Y AY YAV
37 ON TOP OF
SPAGHETTI, ALL
COVERED WITH
CHEESE!

= @l

T went into a few stores that had air-conditioning,

at ‘H‘\ase Plac&s dont like i+ wlnt‘n Peo?lt come_inside
Jus‘l’ +o cool down. And even ﬁau&h T Prt‘heh&ed to

hLKhCLP.?th,—‘LbP—y—WFFhJ‘}’ buving i+.
VAR,

ail _
DOES THIS TOP HAVE A
MATCHING BOTTOM?

)l ONE-PIECE
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I tried +o find SDNE?lth cool whert I didn+ need
to sPehd :m?' MONEY, and T knew T'd found

my_qmi_mn_féimﬂz&_mss_n_lﬁng_m_ﬂui

center of town.
A ' - . ) .
TALK

100 FM.

T was a little nervous +he ?eaPle who worked
there rm'ah-t' ask me o leave, so when T sat in on

an author's book +alk s T made sure E‘H’ET’)’DHE knew

Faa ~
QUESTION!




T wish T had remembered +o put Mom s P}uahe oh
silent madr—:, ﬂ'\ous}\, because it started dihsihg

4o duck out into the l’\:\llw:\f to see wh},f T was
SEHEHS so mqh?r alerts.

I was a little worried ‘l'}'\tre was Some Kind of

But it was JUSJF m?' aunts SEhclihs texts on the

Fﬂhﬁly group chat.

2

F o
L¥3

N me an iced coffee if
iyuu‘re—t—d_rﬁ_nu and abou

r
Ty You never paid me
back for the one I got
Q you last time.
{

1T B ;o\ p 7

That was two 3
il years ago
Gretchen.

3
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I’\fe alwqus wondered w}\a‘f kinds of JthSS ‘r}\e
grown-ups in mPf Fﬂmilp« +alk about on that thread.

messages, T could see it was a bunch of nonsense.

S

[ ]

fry out of the space

(Dees—anyene—know
how to get a french
next to your car seat?

-

Fwait you were eating
fast food in your car?

Yes Susan please A
|~ don't judge me

| thought your doctor
said you needed to

-~

I

| don't think a few
french fries are going
to kill me.

rMaybﬂ you should
leave the one you
dropped <fr .
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Every so often, someone would post same-l'hihS
serious, like a medical question. And T renll?z wish

because T saw some stuff on there T'd sure like o
scrub from m?f brain.

Does the mole on thﬁ
*x; like it's changing?

H__' e

—would have that -
checked out if |
were you.

Jokﬂs and other stuff grown-ups must find 'lfulm'u;(+

T feel bad for Vincent because he's qlwa?fs nskihg .
4o be added to the group chd‘h but he's not
allowed since he's not a member of +he deél),*.
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Now that T've ac:l'uall?’ seen the stuff ?ea?le
are ?oshhg, ‘I'}'\aug}\ T can ?ramse him he's not

migg;nﬁ_mrl' an dh;’..f‘l'l'\ ha

Besides , once ?'au SeJr on the anﬁlf group chat )

vou can never ae+ OFF.
/ W)

Noah and Aunt Veronica broke up a (‘.DUPIE of
years ago, but he's still a part of the fam.‘l?r

still on it is because hoboc{?f cah -ﬁgure out }'\ow to
REMOVE. him.
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So Ncths sill SEHEHS u?c{a‘h:s on all ‘H\e -Famﬂ)'

news, even ﬂ'\cuglh i+'s clear that he wishes he
WASNT.

N
( | met someone new!

o Our first date is
- ight!

r Congratulations
—Veronica Q@@ = -
k)
- Please take me off |
G@ this chat.

E.\fth ‘1’}'\& DOG is on ‘l'l'\e -chmily c}m‘l’. Ah&
T can+ tell if she writes her own texts or if
someone does i+ for her.

and tie my shoes.

=aNECY

(AN il split my shorts j
: trying to bend over
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I Was ‘l'hihkihs about }\cw awesome i+ would be o

become a social media star like Dazzle and have

realized T afih:\ll?' had a way +o make +hat th?Eh,
because now T had o PHONE.

i siar::h:cl ‘!‘I“"—"‘"”B “P hm?cs 1 ;:ould start

But these dafs, EVERYBODY'S ?asﬁhs stuff

MYSEl‘F reviewihs video games, but ‘H‘\ere are qlren&?'

a million ‘PEG‘PlE: who do that kind of +hih3.
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T decided that if T wanted 40 make a s?lqsbn, T

wds gohha %n\fe +o come up wi'ﬂ'\ samE‘I'hihs ho one

;,’GUJVE Sﬂhhﬂ carve out fcur owhn SPGCE.

T ﬁgur‘t& i+ would be smart to do Pro&ur:t reviews

reviews PILLOWS before.

EX L H ILL]Y.
IDEAL FOR SIDE-SLEEPERS!

¥4
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But I knew 'I wouldn t }m\fe m?! oM § ?}\Dhe for
|ahs, so T needed o come up with an idea where

! cauld 53:!: d bun:}q Q:E g{ﬁ”ayprﬁ OL JTCK

And that's when i+ hit me: There are a million
ice cream 5}\0?5 on the Islnhd, so 1 could be a SU)J

reviews online.

‘l'l'\IhS, So I needed a SErﬁmitk 1o ?U‘l' me_oVer ‘I'l'\e
top. And when T ﬂhallf landed on my idea, T

khew it wds 4 winner.
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T realized that no one would want 4o wa+ch a

video of someone eths ah entire ice cream cohne,

oy L i

Now that T had a Pldh, I\juﬁ needed to get
started. So T went into an ice cream s}m? +hat

uﬂs;bma_claaﬁ_claub_&am;t}mthtﬂLy_nbﬂ_hficli

my channel.

CLPNANPC || A~

JUVVI J
IGEGRE%QARLOR 7

5+u-ﬁ, because he said if T wanted nh?( ice cream,

T ExPldihe& +hat his store was about to miss out
on Some free ?ublici‘}?’, he wouldn+ budse.
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Se I walked out and went +o dlho‘ﬂ'\er ice credam

sho? a block away, but -Hney had +he same

FeoPle understood dh;{‘l'hih& about social media.

T ﬁ‘mlly found a Place +hat was willihg, to give me
a free Sdele oh d ‘I'r'hy spoon. And even %.ousbn T
kh&w ‘H‘\d‘l’ wash + gonhha lcok as Saod oh camerd,

T figured T had +o start SOMEWHERE.

A PERFECT BLEND OF SALTY AND
SAVORY, WITH OAKY NOTES AND A —
PLEASANT AFTERTASTE THAT WILL €:e

STIR UP MEMORIES OF LONG Vo

N

THE FRONT PORCH WITH YOUR
BEST FRIEND.




T Faﬁtd rq?' review, +hen waited +o see what kind
of response it sa+ from ‘PED‘PIE online.

But while T was waiting, T started worr?zihS
+hat m)’bf: T wasn+ ‘I’H‘nkihg BIG Ehou&h with
+his Ore Lick Tce Cream Reviews idea.

cream out there , and Evth‘mdlz T was gohhd. run

m?! t{mhhﬂ +o GROW, I was gohha hcwe 1o
branch out with the sort of +h;nss T licked.

*55'%\

Chicken vnu/

\Reviews
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But that was a ?rablem for another dn).' , because
ri&}ﬁ now m?f follower count wasnt where i+
hpw_Jmé +0 be.

One Lick
lce Cream
Reviews

\ Er gf / 0

account, because 'H'\E‘n all THEIR 'Fnhs would &:”aw
me. But T knew that was gonna be +au5h ) because

T dont reall;,z have nh7 connections like +hat.

That's when T remembered that I DO know

someohe wha’s famous. Ahd even 'H'\:::US}\ its a
DOG, i+ still counts.
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I ‘l'l'\ausl'\‘l' about askihs Au‘n‘l’ Veronica if 5}\& could
get Dazzle o post sameﬂxfh\a about One Lick

Tce Cream Reviews on her channel. But then T

remembered that social media influencers get PAID
to do that kind of +hih3, and T Pr‘obdﬁbr couldn+
afford whatever she :hnrsts.

hat's when T realized T had someth

BETTER, and it wouldnt cost me a dime. T found

Then T EW:IPFELJ[ i+ ih as my hew ?roﬂle P’na-i'a.
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T didn't 5&-1' +he chance to see if the Pic-ture made
a difference , ‘I'lnaush ) because T wasn+ 1aakih5

into sam&ba&}fs front ?fqr&. And T guess +he ?Eo?lt

who live on +he island ?ftdr-rauhd don+t like i+ when

vacationers ‘l'rtsPass on +}w.ir ?raPer‘l?u

Sy

1

TWOOsy

|
—

Losro 500
5

e

0000 A0

cool off. But T learned a valuable lesson, which is
that water and electronics don+ mix.
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ﬂ\ursda;i
When T handed Mom her ?}whe last hig,’n‘f . the

She said rice absorbs water, and i+ was +the ohl)(
%ofat of 3t+-h'h5 +he Fhaht warkihs :tg,nih.

NI B —
=

M

= S
1 1 11 &

Even 'H'\c-ush 'I. 'ﬂ'\c-uah'i' 'H'\dd' sounded like a weird
-I'hihs 10 do, T was Sla& she wasn+ too mad 1

Sn+ }\Et" 'ii:‘:l,'mhe wet.

T 4hink +he reason Mom was willing to let it slide
ugha&y_mdﬁﬁbv_&mﬂu ohoto.
/.

There was suPFose;& +o be a Pr‘f:-H)r sunset, and

and loakihe, hice for when we went down to the
beach after dinner.
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The praﬁlem was +hat habad)a remembered +o Fﬁck
a full set of white clothes, which Gramma asked
the stores were dosihs soon, and there wasn+

e‘naug}\ +ime +to go s}\a?PihS AND make dinner.

KIDS made dinner. That sounded like a terrible
Mm_hﬂauanmxmﬂi&_sw

seemed to think we could handle i+.

+he -Fn‘dst 4o see what we had 4o work with. T

%mdmdﬁﬂumwnabgﬁ._m&i

call i+ a Ja?g but Uncle quf had eaten all +he
leftovers.
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So we decided 4o make someﬂ\ihe, new wiﬂ'\ ‘I'he
stuff that was in the -Frr'dst. The ahbr Problem Was

iEMﬂLatm:Ln_laLmC_mmk_;mu_cm_mb_mL

of mn)'ohmise, salad dressihs, and m?le Syrup.

e

cl|e alle

et "i'—Ow/

That didn+ seem 4o be a ?rablem for +he +wins,

~ﬂ'\f:?r found some more food in the Fdh‘h}f and
started mixihs all the ihsr‘ edients in a ceramic_bowl.

ﬂn& £ T bn&nli L:EP:I: an E?JE oh ‘|',p..?m; Mom s

] e erded  of o rac
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T don+ think Rodrick liked +he look of what +he

twins were coakihe, up, because he found a frozen

a i abe £ o

T"\dhh){ Was &oihs his_own ﬂ'\fh&, to0. T guess he
was in the mood for brtnkafnrh because he started

3 o Vi y

&Irtc‘H?r on ‘l'he electric S‘I'o‘ff:‘l'a?.

§3¢

S1ZZLE

1|
SPenkihS of MESSES, Malcolm and Malvin had

gotten their hands on the electric mxer, which

+hP}f +n+n”}1 lost control of.

o




Ih all ‘l'h& c}mcsi Rodrick nccideh+dl1?f turned
+he knob on the oven 4o "Self-Clean instead of

HE [ n ] ] . .

hundred degrees.

BAKE BROIL SELF-CLEAN
0 o

OFF

starts, you can+ STOP 4. So Rodrick’s frozen

Fr'z.zn Wwas 5e++Ih5 ihcinerﬁe& ihside ﬂwe oven dhd
+here was ha‘l’HhS we could do about i+.

I\

| Iﬂ

smoke alar m, SO he climbed up oh a counter and
fanned ‘rhe fumes nhmf from ‘l'}v.f: detector.
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Ahd even ‘H’\aus}\ we mahd.geé +o ket? ‘I'HS from
turning into something worse, T have a feeling

kids in c’ndlrse of the kitchen ever ngnih.

One GOOD ‘i’hihg, came out of the disaster,
houah. S | I [ M 4

wni‘l'ihs +o l\mr +}\ose words since we 3::‘\‘ her&




Of course, ho-l'}\ihe,*g ever easy in Py fdmily} and
FecFle Immeclin‘l'el?! started nr&uihs over WHERE

y_e_s_hmﬂé an to d;thr.
ot

Aunt Cdkty’ was ha?ihs to 90 +0 a seafood

restauvrant, but when Mom +old everyone how a

school of fish gobbled up people’s +throw-up on
; | Lderly lost the;

dPFt-Hth for seafood.

preanilh 1= 5w




Au‘n‘l’ Veronica ‘FUS}'\EA for Soihg ‘o a Pt‘l'-ﬁ’iehc“y
Plu.c.e where Dazzle could eat, but my -Fdrvdl?'

wds no fun dtnlihs with all the BEGGING.

'\.

' "i /Jllmﬁ

.

I‘I’ tfurns out we were wasﬁh& our +ime &E{M‘I'r'hg

wherﬂ +o g0, because ever}/ restauvrant was

chain restaurant called Palazzo Pam&am, whose

commercials are nlway& on V.

' THICST v TP T
1,10 AT LsE
HiESh® MAMA USED
TO MAKE!

g4t

Palazzo Pomodoréd
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I was kind of excited +o +r?' it out, and so
were the other auy's in the fnmﬂ?/. But Mom and

l:uimnﬂm&ct,_{mmgﬁabﬂ%

Gramma HATES Palazzo Pomodoro.

Mom said that whenever a commercial for +hat

restaurant comes on [V, Gramma complains that

b

dhf‘l'}'\fhﬁ about du‘l’}'\eh‘l'ir. hom&-cookﬂcj food.

- e Mom and her |

never to eat ‘I'l'\ere.

But the rest of us were STARVING, and we
didn'+ rmlly have any other opions for eating. So

MQm_aD&_bﬂLsai&ts_nsLm:&_me_taulﬂl_\aD;ta_Ealnlli

Pomodoro as loh3 as we all ?romESEd never 4o +ell

Grd mma.
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T"he ?ldh was to take our -Family Pic;‘l'ur‘ e rie,l'\‘l'
after dihhtr, S0 everyahe Sa‘f dressed in our new

embdrrnssihg wnlkih& down the boardwalk laokih&

ke some bay band.
‘~T:‘"§\\

MAMM

\“\

i
i

A3 -V "*
&l\

Fhahe ahead of +ime,, +he hostess said she couldn+
find our names in the sys*l'em. Then she told us we

nr* ar _mare.

it
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So we sat in the L-::bb)a and tried to af:'Sura out what

we should do. Mom was stressed because time was

make it to the beach for the sunset. But if we
tried 4o eat AFTER we 4ook our picture, we d

never find a place that could take vs.
Then Mom overheard the hostess talking to the -

mahager about a |nt’5¢ Fnr“fy wha wdS d han }'\aur‘

late for their reservation. And that gave Aunt

que?z an [DEA.

The next -I'th T knew, Vincent was telling

the hostess he was in the group that hadn't

shawh up. But 'I 5o+ +}\e sense he wash + suPer

comfortable &oihg i+.
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T+ fel+ weird pretending 4o be a different Fm‘ly,
but we couldn+t let ‘H’\E reservation 90 o waste. So

Ltk o |

‘H‘\ﬂ expe rignce.

VY &00:0%
C USHATS=A )

After we had a few minutes to look over the

mMMMMbJ_

restavrant like +his is known for its pasta, T
decided +o 90 with the steak. And the ard)f

person +o order stshe-l"l'i was Vincent , who was

The waiter came around with ﬁren&s-ﬁcks, but +his

¥

3

about that R because she was mkihﬂ a_rookie mistake.




Ever?z{)ac!y waS h d Sood mood, and for +he first

+ime 1 can rtmerﬁber, conversation wds ﬂawihﬁ.

ok T think ooosbe At Cabos s hasin

most fun out of ANYONE.

She +old Mom she was rmJ)J +o -farsivt her for

o ber bosbend ol o ,

+urned a corner, T could tell she wasn+ +hrilled

Then Uncle Gnr?r said samt‘thihg Tl never -Farg,t‘l'

as Inhﬁ as T Live,

DID YOUR DAD EVER TELL YOU
. HE DATED YOUR AUNT
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All +his time, T never put it 4ogether that Aunt
Cdke?"s Ex-boyfriehd was DAD. And the ohly

who had J'uﬁ +aken a Swig of iced +ea.

aver?'oha -l'}\e s-l'or?f of hcw f'-\uh-t C“!"E}’ met+ Dad
when he was a 1:'&34.:#‘& at Ruﬁyheck Tsland,
and how ‘H’\E)’ fell for each other. But when Aunt

c@mmmmm%

MOM liked l'\r'm} +oo.
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T quess Dad liked Mom better than Aunt Cdkey,
so then ﬂﬁhss got comPh’cn‘I’E&. The 4wo sisters

{fought over Dad, and Gramma had to step in and
break i+ up.

Gramma could see -I-’hﬁ Mom and Dad were craz
about each other, so she decided +he?' should be a
le. But 4 be 4h L. G told M
she had 4o give Aunt Cakty her favorite sunglasses
and a stuffed animal she'd won on the boardwalk.
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Ah& if ?’DU ever ‘l'hihk i+ would be cool if YOUR
dei'l?f IS Ei&ihs some bis, \juicy secret, all T can

S%M&mdﬁmu_wfch for.

After Uncle Gdr)' delivered his bombshell, hoba&?'

was rmll)x in_the mood for conversation. So when

our meal arrived, we ate in silence.

The ‘:'hlf growh=-up who didn+ seem to know that

who seemed 4o have su;ﬂer\l?e lost his appetite.

mmei\:me_wd snt right.
9t
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Aunt Veronica ?nssr:& \incent's Plcrht down the

line, and before long everyone had a meatball in

o mouth, A | thiking 4

exact +}1ih3: These were GRAMMA'S meatballs.

its Mhds on Gramma's secret reci-.?e. Mom ah& her
sisters started accusing onhe another of sellihe, the

r&c;?e +to ‘1'}\& restauvrant, but avaryone ds:h.e& -I'hs:y
were -H-\e ohe wl-m did i+.

rest of us {followed +hem Jus*f +o see what was

chef and demanded to know where he ke?i' +he
meatball recipe, but he ‘Pld?ﬂ:d dumb.
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That 50‘[’ the attention of the mandger, who
threatened 1o call the cops f our deflf didn'+
| EAVE.

A=)
X
=3 | \

— Nt

|
-

Tn all +he craziness, Dazzle saw her reflection in

found out she wasnt a person after all.

-u—l—'_'-_._._.




ﬂ'\t mahager t,{‘mSE& us out of ‘l'}\e ki‘l’che‘n ) and we
went back o the dihr"ns room. Dut the Fﬂmilp{ whose

-Hwt},r were hel?ihg themselves 4o our food.

I‘I’ was ‘I'}uf: same deil},f From ‘ﬂ'\t 1I5!\+housa , ah& i+

Do




'ﬂ\eh ‘I'he manager DID call ‘H’\e cops, and ‘1*}\?.?’
came +to the restauvrant o calm ‘H‘\Ihgs down. And

'ﬂ'\e Fc:-lif.t +ook a rtPar-t' and interviewed E\Jerfc&ha

us, So ‘I'he}/ let him go. And at that ?aih‘l', ?'au
couldnt blame +he 3”}" for cuﬁfh& bait.
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’ﬂ'\e rﬁg}ﬁ' wash + OVER, ‘I'}uaue,}\. Af‘l’er ‘H’\e
police finished interviewing the other famly, they

pclice her name for their report, *H'\ey +old us we
were all saihel to have o Jaih them down at the

i

station, which {freaked E"u'tr)tbo&).’ out.

'I: l'md ho idea w’n;.« we were in more trouble +hdh

‘H‘m’f o‘l’}\tr -Farnr'ly, since ‘I'}'\ey were \jus‘r as rnudﬁ
+o blame for what }m?qlvehed as WE were. But

w{wn‘l' Jrl'\is was all about.

o~
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As sooh das I SAw ‘r}\e cmler, I ‘l'hcue,k'\‘l’ ‘I'}\e Polict
were gohna 3&?& usS a }'\EH)/ fine for ‘I'rtstsﬁhs in

M@nﬁ_ﬁamﬂhiﬁ_&mmb%

were more concerned about ‘l’he note I wrote on
‘H'\E: lid about ‘r}\t }'\umh organs. So ‘H’\E}J stood
back and made me open it 1o prove ‘H'mrt was

b,oibj_hsjaa_ws-frr_l I ‘Zrlr_lf";

1 ! o I |

T’ne cops seemed relieved ‘l'hdﬁr ‘H‘\E ahly ﬂ'\ihs n

‘I'he cooler were a few tuna Sﬂhdwicl\ﬁ. Ahd even

Yy o T

Lonina ho one aets sick.
R J ’
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SPeakIhS, of feelihs sick, Mom was reaH}r upset
‘H‘m‘l’ we didn't SE‘l' our -anily Pha‘h:: before

. |

decent Pic*l’ure, and it was su??ase& to rain the
next t‘fehfh&.

T guess the police fel+ sorry for Mom, because
i’pﬂ%ﬂﬂﬂ[ﬁﬁdﬂy_m_mm_ﬁbd_ﬂﬂbﬁw

wash + +Ec§whicnlly +he ?}\c-h:r Gramma asked for,
it was ﬂwe best we could do.

Yal
{ e i

" - _.:,'aﬂw.g- _
Fas e |

- Ruttyneck Island
Police Department
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Fridn?_'
as+ high‘r, when we Sa‘f back 4o +he beach hause,

]

li+tle +orn up about him |en‘fih3} but at least she

had her sisters there 4o offer suPFarJr.

T was lookihg, forward 4o getting some slee?.
But Edrl?' ‘I'Hs marhiha, I wake up +to ‘H‘\e sauh&
01(' at‘l’ivi‘l’)’ oh_our Frah‘l' Farc}\, S0 I trd.tkﬂd ‘H‘\E

i | .

— =

Jul.-l- d

.o A >, B

-

203



I didn+ know who all ‘H'\ese ?ED?IE were, or f

there was a Paradr—: Plnhhed oh our street +hat

And that's when T remembered Mom s ‘F{‘IDHE,
which was still in +he kitchen.

comments an m?f t{'\dhhf:l; I knew Exd;(‘.‘H?’ w}m‘l’

updated its
e photo

Wait | know that
lighthouse!

Ruttyneck Point?

Yup

IS SHE THERE???

Booking my ferry
ticket now!
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T have no idea how Dazzle’s fans +racked her
down +o our }'\ause, but the c:rhly' +Hh5 T knew for
sure was that we couldn+t STAY +here. And once
t‘ff:r?fohf: else was awake and up o s?ted on the
situation au’rsi&e, ‘H‘]E?’ fel+ +he same Wd'f'

D
.___,,f "

™

So we Fncke& up our stuff and SIE‘P‘PE& out the back
window. And b}{ +hen s haﬁo&?f seemed to mind that




Luckﬂ?’, we were able 4o make i+ down o ‘I'}\e Pier
without :mfohe s?o‘H'r'hg +he clag. And on the

would ve loved 4o Sr—:‘l' a selfie.

ﬂ'\e next FEH"PJ wasn + for two more }'w:u.arsJ S0
we had 4o hire a boat to take us back +o the

F]

the TYPE of boat we 50’(’, T krnew there was no
point in making a_stink about it.

II
bt o
f— e P
g T
e

ag Y T

Scuttiebutt R
Harbor Gruise  \ &’ /) A__J ’w'"_'|l__'L‘"‘
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Evf-.r?faht was relieve& wh&h we Sa‘f 1o sBare.
But that's when we found out Dazzle had

"""Iﬁ\hll" *-ﬂ liﬁ‘\\\lmgl

k-_ﬁ

A" b L) hY A hY * A

1 guess Dazzle decided shed }m& ahcus% af our
der?', and T could +c:‘l'd;l1?( relate. Because T was

looking forward +o taking a break from these
FE0F1E MYSELF.

Aunt Veronica called +he Palic-:: station at Rui‘kyheck
T sland 14 4) | | .
" o | E Mo had . |

Mom ﬁ\ough‘l' it would be fun +o sur?rfse her at
+he assisted |Ivihe, center.
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E\fef‘?’{)ac{y ‘H‘mugh‘l’ ‘I'hn‘l' was a Snod idea , S0 we
formed a caravan of cars and drove to Gramma's

e ta 1‘1'J|drh

But +he securH?f at Gramma s comPlEx is Prt‘l"l?r
tight, and the guy at the gate wouldn't let us in

-!fnr us +o be on +1;w ?rn?vrﬁ;.

@:

A‘I’ ‘l'ha‘l' ?aiht ho‘f’fﬁh& was eraPFihS m?! morm_and

£if+h birﬁ\&dy. So ‘rl'\e?r decided we d SNEAK onto
+he ?raParJr?' b?r e,aihs around back.
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Ahd even ﬂ'\aus}\ ever )’({}947 understood ﬂ'\d’f wha’r

we were daihs WaSs ‘l*reapd.ssihs, + didn+ come close

" i vl i vacat:

Wy

H

]

entrance and took ﬂ'\e stairs up +o }\er :t?nrereh‘h
But when we knocked on her &mr, +here was no

dnSwer,




now , Ever;/aht Was 3&‘["['[}'\8 Pre‘H?r concer hEC{,
and Mom decided we were gonha }\d‘u’t +to 90 back
needed Hm +o let us inside Gramma's nPnr‘l*mf:h‘l* to

C}'\Etk an h’\i’.r.

Everybody knew that wodd probably get usin
AP

know Gramma was OK.

So we ‘h:ra!f. ‘H‘\e elevator dawh +o ‘H’\E ﬁrs‘l* ﬂmr
and {'\Ed&&d for ‘rhe front door. But on Jr}'\t wd?f

‘H‘xtre we noticed loud music r.omihS from ‘H‘\E rec

'HJ.J.JJ

RECREATION




I ﬁgured somebad?’ must be }xqvih\c}, a4 Pdr‘f)’ a)
+here ) and when we Pokt& our heads in +he door ) T
i;:mhr_{ out _T was RIGHT.

- é \ L‘ i A ";!J ;

A TN 7
T+ was bad ehough that Gramma had her bir‘fh&ay
without us. But what made it sting a little




T4 400k a while for the Pc\r‘}?r +0 wind down, and
once the room ﬂhd.lly cleared out, Mom and her

Gramma started off *J?' a?alogizihs for not
-fif+h b.‘r+h4a7

inviting everyone 40 her seven

away, but +his year she\juﬁ didn+ want to deal
with any &mﬁly drama.
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Ahd after sFeh&ihs almost a wl\ale week wi‘l'l'\
e\rtr?/aht ) T can confirm that Gramma made the
r;ﬁl.'\‘}’ call,

T +hink it's crazy +hat she sent us all off on a
vacation mbodf wanted 4o go-on +o bu).' herself a

Eﬂm@a&ﬂmwmm
much_power you have when you're the head of a

Fdn-ily.

S?E.nkihﬂ of power, Gramma told eVeryohe we needed
+o EEIF clean up the rec center. And it sure would've

been nice o have Vihcah‘l' drauhd risl'\'i' about 'I'}\E‘m
5‘«,

WIPE
7= WIPE

,-‘.. 3

......

IR "'*-:x_‘
ﬂll'll':' o %:

_mh ParaTa
[ESs=====ue. ‘m"‘f & @
T felt bad about what happened with him, but it

+urns out he's doihs J'US‘i' fine.

)
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Ih -Fa.c‘h }'\E sent e‘afer)'a‘ne a text message on +he
-i:dmilf group c]hd‘h which the da& must Ve invited

him +o_ioin.
' wJ

TO: FAMILY CHAT

persn and pet!

After evar)e-thjhs +hat's l‘\d??thﬂd over the Pns*l*
few clq?'S} T didn'+ think dhf‘fhihg could shock me

nh?/mare. But there was still one {’;5 SUrPrESE lef+.
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Gramma asked me 4o take ‘I'}'\e +rdn51'\ out to ‘I'he
&umPS‘h:r, but +he bds was a lot heavier than T
ibﬂl‘ﬁl."‘h nhr_l i+ burst n?Ph‘

] ]

ONGH!

prag ot

Foslias
X
A aa A Y .&l&

When T started picking up the trash +that
E‘Pnlﬂd, +he label on a ?las‘h‘c bds caus}ﬁ' mf 37'&.

sl Pomodorg

Frozen Meatballs

=
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And Just like +that, every-ﬂwihs WA su&&erﬂf clear.

Palazzo Pomodoro didn't steal Gramma's meatball

her meatballs from THEM.

That axPlniht& w}v Gramma_made her &dua}x‘ters

{me-sﬁﬂ_nﬂmﬁb&m_sb?_kmubﬁ_n{_ﬂlu
farly found out her secret, her power would go

up in_smoke.

So when Gramma saw me s+qhdih3 +here haldih\g
+he em?‘l')' bag, she froze. And for a secoh&,

hﬂi‘l’htr one of us knew whn‘l' to 5:1)},

~h

s

that Gramma s meatballs were s+ore-f>au3}\+ and we

could Jus+ order them whenever we wanted.
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But ‘H‘xeh I }'\n& ANOTHER +¥10u3}'\+. IF I kt?‘l'
Gramma’'s secret to M?'SEHC , mn?'be T could be +he

bmdm&my_éﬁi&nlmmw%

cd.”fh& ‘H‘\t 5}\9‘?5 about whf:re E\fer;.’ohr-: goes on
vacation and whc 5&‘(’5 +o mnrr)' w}m.

é

S

me., which Pu*fs me_in a Pasi‘l'ioh 4o take over the
Fﬂhﬂl?’ when the time comes. And even +hau5}1 T

feel bad about cutting the line, when i+ comes to

R IR

0% 0% %
LS S
b A )
e %% %%
550808
90%%%
XIXRRK
26%0% %%
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The pressure is building for Greg Heffley, who
discovers that when you mix heaps of family, a tiny
beach house, and sweltering heat, it's a recipe for
disaster.

Speaking of recipes—the secret ingredients behind
Gramma's famous meatballs have been closely
guarded for years. Can Greg unpack all of his family's
mysteries before their vacation is over? Or will he
just stir the pot?
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